West Virginia: “Take me home country roads.”

For some reason, that song always makes me feel nostalgic and think about my grandmother and her
home in Kings Mountain, KY. She went on to the “Big Hillbilly” in the sky in her 108" year. She chewed at
least one pack of Redman, everyday of her life. Rest easy Granny.

| played some poker in private games in Wheeling, West Virginia and Steubenville, Ohio mid to late
1960's. | will leave Steubenville and it's mostly houses of ill repute for a future post.

The games in Wheeling were good. Players were mostly the “Movers and Shakers” in the city and county.
Games were mostly legit. | did spot shades in the game one night. | bellied up in the 4 seat at once! It can
be a good night if you know what to look for.

The Pirate Café chip could be considered my first chip since | acquired it about 1962. | got it as a gift from
a special friend in a bag of chips. The bag started my quest for chips and history. | choose not to call it my
first chip and will make a post on what | consider my first chip that was in the bag at a later date.

The Pirate Cafe is a special request by Jim Linduff. Now get those Rigdon records!

Enough of that:

Pirate Cafe: Wheeling:

5061
Sorry for the bad scan. It is one of 1* scans | ever did.

Pirate Café was located at 2253 Main Street in South Wheeling north-west corner of Main & 23"
Structure which housed the address no longer exists.

Operated from 1940-1957 by Nick Miller (AKA Nick Vosvick) and the Lias brothers: John & "Big Bill." A
restaurant and bar out front and gambling rooms in the back which were entered through electric buzzer
doors (a game called barbout was apparently popular there).

In August 1957 Nick Miller told acquaintances that he was off on a two day vacation. He was actually
paying a visit to some syndicate guys in New Kensington, PA (near Pittsburg). They strangled him to
death, placed his body in the trunk of his new luxury convertible and drove it to a quiet neighborhood in
Wilkinsburg, PA where his corpse was discovered several days later when the postal carrier noticed the
car swarming with flies and giving off a foul odor.

(Geez, are we seeing a pattern here? Bodies in trunks of cars. Remember Dewey De'Angelo from the
Biloxi, MS post? Actually murder is in entangled with many of stories of the illegal operators. One of the
worst stories of murder is a young girls death during the fight to control Beverly Hills in N KY. A story for
another day.)
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Body of Murder Victim
Found Stutfed in Trunk
Of Car in Wilkinshurg

An nputepsy failed teday to reveal the cause of death
Dﬁ:"r'c*lrtun goambler and ex - convict whose decom-
posed body waa found crammed Inlo An expensive automo-
bile in Wilkineburg near Pitteburgh Thursday.
Fittsburgh polica belleved that Nick Miller (Vomwick),
now of Wheeling, who had a long orimloal record. was the
vietim of o gangland salaying. However, & coroner’s priho-
logiat said after the autopsy thaot the caupe of death waa un-
known. It was {irst propeeed that Miller had met death by

r gunshot wound.

Pathelogisl Theedore R, Helm-
bold sald loeday the bedy bore no
carban monaxide lraces, [raclures
or wounds,

Miller's bady was found Thurs-
day merning. clad only in under-
shorls and socks, In the trunk of
hls f1ashy hardiop convertible,
which had been parked gn o quiet
strect In suburban Wilkinsborg for
six days, A mall earvier called po-
| lice when ho delected a sirong od-)
jor emanating from the drunk. T".'hel
body had been Jaommed in the
runk head Iirsl.

Idenlifientlon was made by
Milan Vesvieh. Edgowater, W.
Va., a brother of the wvielim
aad busineps parimer.

Miller, formerly kncwn as Vos-
vick was rearcd in Weirtan, Hey
was bern |n Jokwstown, Fa, and;
jeame Lo Welrlon mt an ear'y ape.
A brolwer precgded hieg in death
sboul elghl months ago and & sis-1

ler, kis [ather and his ferrmes wiie
jrurd.p here ps do pUMCrous cous-
ns.

Miller, aecording to Wheeling po-
lice. wns onee ane of thal cily's
Imast powesiul gambling operators
'whe had a reeord of 37 arrests, 32
of them on gambling ¢hargas, They
sxid he had last boen seen In,
Wheeling Saturday when he sagd hel
was “oeing en a wvacalion |

Miller's preseat wile gnd theeo:

vacatjion lodge in Ogelbay park
Thursday,

Wheeling pollee tled Miller with
Wiillam (Big BUl Lins ond said
loday the tewo hod baen friends for
years. Lies §s the fermer Pitts-
burgh Wheeling rpchels czap and
nne time owner of Lhe Whealing

Downs race Lracks, |
1 —

The 48 year old viclim was
ee - awner of lhe Plralc Cale.
& tavern and repuled prmbling
epal In South Wheellng. Ilis
real pame was Vosvick. but
legaly changed IE G KMiler in
1| the lnst 15 years when he look
up Wheellng residence,

H %l

W Al first pollee  belleved Miller
,may have been shot in the head,
Jgbut sald wodey “there arg no new
Jclues™ on how he died,

| The Miller car had boen tisg-
JEed bY Wilkinslurg potice Wadnes-

warkmien inlended to clean the
slreel Thursday, A mall earcler
‘| firsl spotted tha car Wednesdoy,
however mo roport  was filed.
Thuraday, the corrler moliced thou-
sands of [les swarming on the
car windshicld and called police.

Locksmiths opened the car
(lrunk angd the body wis found
‘Thursdey morning, It was not un-

yaung children were located al a)

day for overtime parking because]

Ul lale in the ovendng. thet paal-!
tive identiflention was made doe!
o extreme decomposition. A ial-
toced dencing girl, seen under ul-
tra wlolgt rays, a gold cap  om
teoth and finger cuts alded In the:
A IentbElentiong

Piisburgh dotectives were  In
Whecling  Loday altempting to
j|trece BMiller's movemends Satur-
| day and Sunday. They repocted at

(Coniinued on Page Twal

| FORMER |
tContipmed fremy Page Derd

! gogn, *"Lthere is nothing pew on fhe
| ease™

A, E

Wheellng pellee L. WHIlRm

| Finnegam sald he had learned

thai a need car salesman, b

‘deatified only na Jack Runeell,

and & young ted haired wom-

an had gone Lo Wheeling Thars-

day of lnW weerk (o see Mil-
ler.

.

Finnegan said 1hal aa arresl or-
der had been issued for tho sales:|
! man or the woman, Miller's hroth-!
ler Miilan whao [dontified the body
sald thet he hod talked to hils
brother Saturday, Then,  Blller|
said, he waos going an 8 vacation,|
but failed 1o eevesl the vacsation|
spot, Miller snid.

I A gister, Mrs. Palricla Arbuling.
dosoribed Miller as “Lias’ rights|
‘il man® and soid he had been
wilh “'Lims for many years."
| Depuly Coroner Joscph Dobbs
Jdnid Mllao leld him he ran the
'Pirale Rtavern while NWiek malne
ininml the gambling aperatbons 1n
the reor of 1le establiishmaent.
© Miller sorved time Im the Ohin
Pepllentlary on p- receiving stolen
ipreperty eharge. He wos paroled
|Augusi 15, 1844 from Ohla’s Lan-
vlon Prison farm where he had
‘been tronsferred from the Ohie
‘Ponitenlary afler sorving four
| years, !

He algo served thne in Ohlo
| Penilentnry on Bm assault lo rob
charge and In e West Vicginia
Fenitentiary al Moundsylile, BQO-
ler was involved in a shooling
more ilinn fen Yesrs ago. A man
Inomed Polly Bonovich walked ioto

thom ron out Inlo man alley polleo
said, Miller wes wounded. Bopo-
vich's bullet - piddled bLody later
was found In the alley but hls
death was néver solved,

0,000 car with the ware threa
boseball milts, o soltball, a base-
ball and m July 29 fasua of a
Wheeling newspapeér. A gray
sporis coat monogremed, "'N. M.
wag foond on Lthe [ront seaf. The
namg ““'Nick Atitler’” wes found
inalde tha cost pocket, -

On Saturday, Miller roporledly
wak at the Plrate Cafe st 23rd snd
Main streels in Wheeling and left
teere im his car about T8 pom.
with Albert Simon and John Gow-
dy, The men wenl sg far ms Six-
tegnth street end Main, police
|sadd,

Az to the passibility of the slay-
|ing’s being & conilnuntlon of what
|has been termed a “war" follow-
(ing several bomblngs, In Wheel-
|ing and Easlern Ohio. none of the

——— et —

& cafe where Bliller sal with three|
ather mien, [red saveral shols and|

Stulfed In the trunk of Miller's|

|Wheeling officers nor thase in Al-

legheny county waukl venlure a;

HUass.

After his death the Pirate changed its name to
Billy's and continued on business as usual
(Billy's="Big Bill"). A lot of info out there on
"Big Bill" Lias. Appears to have been a
legendary figure in Wheeling.

Weriton (WV) Daily Times--23august1957:



Not only was "Big Bill" the big man in Wheeling, he was big period:

The photos below taken at Lias's, Wheeling Downs;

Pirate café 3

Pirate café 4




Photos below are in a courthouse--I'm not positive, but | think the guy with Lias might be Nick Miller:

Pirate cafe 5



Pirate Café 6

Lias and Miller leaving a courtroom:
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NOT TOO HAPPY, William G. ( ig Bill) Lias is shown
as he emerged from the Federal court room in Wheeling
on Nov, 24, 1948 after being fined $10.000 and sentenced
to five years imprisonment for income fav evasion. Liae=

had pleaded guilty, but fumed that he had bean “double

crossed” when Judge William E. Baker included the five
vear prisoi term in his sentence. He lateriwas mermitted
io withdraw plea and was acquitted after trial in Fair-
niont. Shown with the angered Liaas iz Niek Miller, a Lias
associate, while at left is Cavl Gaibraitl: of Whoeling, then
onte of Liag’ attornevs,




Domino Club:

Charleston
1935-1942 chip deliveries

10763



Domino Club SN

C. H, Smith, Mrg, New Style Mono
1607 Quarries 5t., nn

Gharleston,; W. Va. both slides in gold,
Inv., #4710 - 17127401 100 B-9's; 70 F, 30 B.

100 B=9 | 9716 3Q. EDGE HUB CHECKS 70 RED
30 BREEN HNEW STYLE MONO DC BOTH SIDES IN GULD

"14'-*%..?&!"}; "DE‘-’_‘: in gold
Charleston, W. Vir. 7 tiiew g

. 25 R- 15 Or- 1% B= 15 G- Detrolt-11-9-36
| 100R-150 Or-150E-100C- Detroit 10-14-3G
f“*%L? Tnv, K 1029
Lo Mnk Checks

100 Yellow 100 EBlue
Yoo DT tew Style beoth sides in geld

Inv, ¥ 1218 INLYIR

00 B=9 Hub Checks Yellow

Horw DC Hew Stvle both sides in peold



Three different addresses on the chip cards:

17 McFarland St. was the address of the club for the 1935-36 orders.

915 1/2 Quarrier was the address of the club for the 1940-42 orders.

1607 Quarrier was the residential address of Charles H. Smith during those years.
Smith was the manager/president of the Domino Club Inc.

The club was raided in November 1942 (the same year as the last chip order) and gambling equipment
was confiscated and used in the prosecution of the person arrested during the raid on the charge of
operating said equipment: Farris S. Tabet (1904-1955).

At the time, Tabet was the proprietor of a place called Monarch Billiards.

Charleston Daily Mail--3may1943:



TABET'S TRIAL
IS UNDER WAY

Farviz Takel went! on {rial Mon-
day in inlermadiate court afier
hix counse!, [, Jacksan SHavage
failed to nblain the gquashing of ar
indictrmenl agzaingt the delendan’
hy Jdudge Cyrus W, falh

Farriz was ciharged in the o
diriment  with the aperation o

‘eaming fahies at an estabhishment.

irlentifiedl as the Domina clup, in
the 900 hlork of Quarrier sireet.

My, Savage, I'nrn‘i':*r intermedinle
ot judge. eantended that the
inclictmenl  antestation  signature
was plued there aliey the grana
jury acted in Vabet’'s case, fhus
WaAK Nnl progeer Ingali},

1o, Nanjer, an inveslhizalor [or
the sheriff's offiee, feslified That
Tahet is<ueg him a memhership
cara (o the Domdins club and Inder
plaved diceg at the estanhishirent
lnsing 567,

jambling equipment, inthoding
dige and “nlack jack” 1ahles wore
prough! inlo the courlyaam. Thex
hale  labels  identilving them &5
confiscat~l at the Domino ciuh by
daputy sherifis,

i -



Charleston Daily Mail--4may1943:

—

Gambling Eqniplneﬁl Displa

Above fs parl of the eguipment, which police
reported was snized in A TRid at the Daming ¢lub
in the 99 block of Quarricr street Jast November,
and which was infroduced in evidence Monday bes
fore a jury found Farris Tabel, Summets sLroel

paol tnom proprietor, guity in intermediale court

yed in Intermediate Courl

ol nperating gaming 1ables at the eldb  Judge
Cyrus W, Hall sentenced TabeL 14 nine months n
the counly jail and fined him $200, A 60-day stay
was allowed on malien of Delense Counsel .
Jackson Savage. The chief wilnees for the Alale
was N. F. Napier, nvestigator [oc 1he shevifl's
of fice,




Tabet got an early start; Charleston Daily Mail--15nov1920:

. POLICE PICKUPS

Farris Tabet, young boy who has
been playing truant from school and
who was brought to police headyuar-
{ters Sunday by his father on charges
' of gambling, was before Judge Wertz
today and was turned over to’a mapg-
 laterial court for probabie commit-
iment to the boys industrial state!
i school. After court the lad’s mother
| came to headquarters with a plea for
| his release. She sald the lad's father
had turned him over to the police
more to scare him than anything else. |
[}t will be necessary for the, parents;
now to go to Justice Acree for his re-

| lease. -




