Note: Yesterday Scott posted he was printing out my posts.

If you highlight the entire post and right click you can copy and paste them into a word doc, scans and
all.

Once in a word doc some computers will save the scans in jpgs, if you want them as a jpg. Mine won’t
but Spragg and my room mate can do it on their machines.

Massachusetts

Spent several days in Boston as it was usually a stop on the Fall Foliage poker cruises. If | remember right
Spragg got us lost there, same as usual. <g>

Kenny Craig sent me this chip in 2000.

One look at the Mason record and | said “Wow” 12,000 chips, that had to be a big illegal.

JFC Hub

8839
John F Carney Co

21 Blossom St

Lowell, Mass

1948
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Over the years | have seen this chip in trader books with several different lllegal club names and a
couple different states on the 2X2’s.

It sort of got lost in the shuffle and | forgot about it. When | created a new format for my chip program a
a month or so ago, so | could sort by states for these posts, it jumped out at me again.

Once again | got the urge to know. Thank you to a “Special Friend” of the hobby.

Read below and decide for yourselves if the club members that had them listed with illegal club names
were:

“Pinheads” or “Patriots” from Massachusetts. <g>



The chips were delivered to the John F. Carney Company of Lowell, MA which was located at 21
Blossom St.

The company was run by John Francis Carney who also resided at 21 Blossom (died 1966, age 58).

Carney's father John F. Carney, Sr. (died 1944) also had resided at the address where he had operated
John F Carney and Son. The Carney's were involved in the carnival, amusement and concessionaire
business.

The chips were ordered 21Junel948. That year, Carney had been given the responsibility of running
Lowell's 75th annual 4th of July celebration on the South Common of Lowell--an event which was
projected to draw near 500,000 people over five days. My guess is that he ordered them to be

used during this event.

Here's a couple of ads from 1948 about the event which mention Carney:

Lowell Sun--11june1948:



Available ... Now Being Sold in

‘Gigantic Exposition Structure 125x300 Feet
© 75th Annual 4th of July-

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION (July 1 to July 5)

' South Common, Lowell, Mass.

Combmed Ausplces of the Amencan Legion, No. 87 and 40-8 Club -

Home. Induslrlul Appllances. Radio Exhibits Solicited

APPROPRIATE AND SUITABLE FOR

Busihess Equipment Insulation Displays Style Shows
All‘ f&dvertising Purposes Interior Decorators 3 New Inventions
Agricultural Instruments Various Demonstrations Food Freezers

" Television 'and Radio

Restaurant Equi lass d
Automobile Displays : B:ii 1 ';ura:xl j f;q];u:)ment ‘ g j: Products
Manufacturers Products = Rk ’ grners
Electrical Appliances . Air Conditioning Paint Exhibits
Household Furniture . Sporting Goods Heat Equipment

- 12.380 Sq. Ft. Available As Shown on Floor Plan .

. Spaces ‘indicated ‘as (A) = 1040 sq. . ‘Spaces indicated as (D} 600 sq. ft.
‘ Spaces indicated as (B) 1000 sq. f#t. - Spaces indicated as (E} . 560 sq. ft.
Spaces mdlcal'ed as (C} = 720 sq. ft. Spaces indicated as (F) 360 sq. ft.

- Spaces indicated as (G) 250 sq. ft.

’I‘he largest structure on the grounds will house the Evposfﬂon feature.
It will be louated at the busiest corner of the main midway.

For Further lnformaflon and Full Particulars Confact

JOHN F. CARNEY COMPANY

21 Blos_s_o_m; St.. Lowell  Dial Lowell 3-4840, 3-4982, 3'-34?5’

Billboard--May 1948 ("Absolutely No Grift or Gypsies, Please!")

. o
Biggest Show Ever
The outstanding show of the
year, as everyone in Lowell and *

© the Merrimack Vallev knows, is -

the Fourth of -July Celebration
on the Scuth Common in Lowell
This year’s show has in store the
Ereatest, most extended and en-
Jarged program ever to take
place, rot only in Lowell but in
this part of the country.

The man behind the- task ol

giving Towell its greatest show -

is John F. Carney. He has been
given the assignment by Ameri-
can Legion Post 87 and the 408 .
club. It is his unzlteradle idea
to give Lowell not only the larg-
est show it has ever had but.to
make it the highest grade enter-
tainment available anywhere in
the country.' Mr. Carney, this
year, is the sole proprietor of the
event. It is his -singie respon-

. sibility and he 'is leaving-no-ef-

fort unsearched. to .make sure
that every one of the half million
visitors to the South' Comamon
will agree-with him, when the af-
falr is over, that his work was
well done.

From the moment ‘this Corn-
munity Celebration opens on
Thursday afternoon when the
childven of every orphan home in
the elty wWill be zuests of My, -
Carncy =—- with frec access to
every amusement . . . untll the
closing Monday night with the
most scintillating dispiay of fires
works , . . there will be a pro
gram each day jam.packed with
entertainment and Pdumnonal
exhibits.

There will be beauty contesls.
style shows, vaudeville head-
liners; a giganUe aic attack is
contemplated, with planes swirl-
ing, diving and putting on =
great show. A 10 milec marathon
race will lead to a finish. mark
on the common; free Packard
cars; $1000- fireworks display
nightly; fife and drum corps
competitions.

A combination home-beaudiful,
industrial exposition and sports-
men’s show will be staged in 2
300 X 125 foor hupe .exhibition
strueture.

Mr. Carney is shopping for na-
tional headline entertainers and
is hustling by plane from city to .
city, bosking talent. He Is seek.
ing such personalities as. Lowell
Thomas to dcscnbe thmgs over
the gir.

A gnofl way to phmsc the hlg
. show is t say that “never has

this scction of the world seca the -

magnitude of the entertainment
that people of the Merrimack
Valley have in--store for them
for the .big Fourth of July cele-
bration. and VIetmma:k Valley
Exposition..,

Get ready for it. It's positively
something -great to look for-

ward to.



OS5 cfiESSTons WANTED

1 BIG DAYS & NITES
THURSDAY. JULY 1 THRU MONDAY, JULY o®

I5ih ANNUAL LOWELL 4th of JULY COMMUNITY CELEBRATION

(ON THE SOUTH COMMON)

(Y
.

N -

This was a BIC date last year — it will

fe and Drum Corps Compefitions Combined Auspices of :

rﬂ* Marathon Run? THE AMERICAN LEGION be BIGGER THIS YEAR! There’s Plef'fv
* Free Packards Lowell Post No. 87 of employment, plenty of prosperity,
# $1,000 Fireworks Show Nifely and 40 & 8 (Club plenty of money in Lowell.
WRITE, WIRE OR ‘PHONE FOR SPACE NOW AS DEMAND IS TERRIFIC!

| Entire Promotion Under Exclusive Management of
| JOHN F. CARNEY <
}zl BLOSSOM ST. LOWELL, MASS. LOwell 2-

Is it possible Carney got into illegal gambling after the 1948 exposition? Anything is possible.
“No Grift or Gypsies, Please!" in the ad, does not sound like he wanted to be around illegal clubs.
IMO, more than likely used in some of the booths.

Example: Win 20 chips or a certain $ amount and get a Teddy Bear.

Anyone got a Teddy Bear with a tag on it saying?

“Massachusetts 75th annual 4th of July celebration”

Carney and Son ran bingo in Lowell for several years.
This was prior to the chips being ordered.

Lowell Sun--3feb1940:
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MAYOR LIFTS BINGO BAN

East Ends East Ends
May Resume ‘May Resume
Thursday Night Thursday Night

s
Cottinued Prom Fruomi 'age i
Z - werkly  gaints o the  auditurlom
Ashe Bows to "Wishes means n revenue of $6300 fo the
L . ity In rentals plus §35 = week to
Of Pe?ple‘ . AgdlﬂSf pay for the services of slx regulat
. Pra ctice Hlmself polivenien assigned to duly there,” he "
] % subl. .
Cries of -Bingo,” stilled for the The peop's of Lowell, fo a good

past twa sveeks, will onge agaj - ‘z-xh'nl, eyvidently  want the oppor-
5 1 Uk \ SIEE SERl 50 tunity to play the game because |
sound Uhrough 1t halls of Lowell. [ iave neen Infoemed that shice the

'he ban on lhe game, which spot- lian, Lus-loeds of local persons are
lighted national atientiny ot this \\‘cekl.\i kolig sut ‘:i. "0“:11- i llnl ndd‘!—
cily, when a picture maguzine de- 13un, there is noatule Jaw WILER ROY.

s f o > ] t other communitics
piclied it In op2ration in the Memo- :;::»:\"hi:\‘nn::‘;:;\‘ll;:u: a::; l‘;ll:m“:‘s no

rinl Anditorivin, was 1fed laday by | zeason why the eity should not renls
‘Mxl_\or Ashe. 1) fte fpom the practice’ he addel
Resume Thursdng : 3 ‘The mayor explained thal he per-

sonnlly was not in (avor of the gamd
Lut in view of e fact that so mahy
N ovaers were, he deemaod 1t advisable
. 1o ullow its return when-all the fsc-
\ [ turs were pointud out to hio.

The st opporiunity that thou-
sunds  of so-called - Bingomaniacs™
will have le play the game pgain lo-
cully will come nexl “Thursidny night,

when o permiit will be issucd to the < [ AN Attectod .
East End ohub for the sesumption of ) All eclubs, which operated gamcs
thelr mammoth games [0 the Memo- i.| here previous 1o the ban, will be als

rinl Awditartum. - | lowed to resume operations, he sald,
The news of the lifting of the ban s|ang there will be no discriminatiot
I,

is expecter] to be recetved with many nI '_“::‘ nni\-' ol'jiill||ilthn:k|!:wﬂs long s
and varied repeccussions nud Bowaye they tomply witlh &

o i " b i o | e e et L

the mayar's deelsion. e savernd aears has been operaling the
Al clly hull todny, Lhe mayor, guve | lmgest Bingo games in thlis scctilan ot
a Lhree-fald renson for the Ifting of n{ tre slale, under the supervision ol
e kan on the game: n | Jodn Carnev and Son, Jocal promotet
“In the flest pinee, the sluging of I= Mayor Ashic banned the playing or
—_— % | the game here several weeks ago im-

Continuen on Page Toen | raedintely following the publicalion of

{,| pictures  in  Life magazine, whlen
1. U showed the game in operation at the
L ; Auditorium,

1 Several protesis against the un-
fuvorable publlcity the city received
i | was forwarded to the editors of thr
1- | magnzine by local efficials and Mavor
s | Astie was commended in many quer-
* | ters for the stand he took in banish-
r- | ing 1he game out of the city,

Here's the Life article from the 15jan1940 issue which led to the bingo ban--Carney, Jr. calling the #'s in
the pic:
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In Lowell 3,800 fans play weekly

an..

‘mad, they were eight centuries behind the €

day millions of Americans spend millions of hours cach

week playing an even older game. Bingo has flourishedin
countey on carth, in one form or another, sinee

7
-(g ome

ears ago when Americans went mah-jongg-
‘o

k LIFE goes to a Bingo game at Lowell,
Mass., held not in a club, church or cinema theater
(chif strongholds of Bingo) but in Lowell's million-
dollar Corinthian-columned Memorial Auditorium (be-
Tow, fur left). ight foc tmo years thls
big weekly game has Jured more than 3,000 Bingomaniacs
—merchants, mothers, money-busgry mill bands and re-
Tiefe from and New
Hampshire towns.

Lowell is a natural Bingopolis. Named for Francis
Cabot Lowell, it was America’s first company town. In
the 1820's its mill hands worked 14 hoursa day for $2.25-
840 week, sk highly moral company dormi
ate in company dining rooms, returned to dust n com-
pany graves. Lowell
Som an the mlgrathin of mila have Balved ¥a workieg
population. But working or jobless, its Irish, French
and Yankee optimists weekly supply the dimes that swell
Thursday-night Bingo stakes to 2,000 and more.

Each pays 40¢ admi for
with 24 playing spaces and a fistf

he covers corresponding numbers on hi
numbers are arranged on any one of his cards in such a
way that five markers fall in a straight line. up, down

¥ tie and divide the pot between
them. from £25 to 8100.
Since commercialized Bingo is illegal, Lowell's game
is “sponsored” by the East End Club, u philanthropic
group otherwise dedicated to Christmas and Thanksgiv-
ing charities, summer outings and fireworks on July 4.

Got these in 2009. No research as yet.

JACK J. EASTMAN
289 NANTASKET AVE
NANTASKET BEACH, MA

1935
MONO JJE BOTH SIDES IN GOLD




Not positive about this one. Never looked into it.
Got it in 1999 from Michael Richter.
| put the name to it but did not record where | got the name. 1999 was a long time ago.

Commonwealth Club

Worchester Mass.

6592



