Peoria, lllinois was a large cluster of illegal gaming clubs. In the newspaper articles below you will read
how the Shelton Gang ruled the city with brutal tactics to extract their pound of flesh for protecting the
Clubs. The Shelton’s did not start the illegal clubs in Peoria.

They were originally farmers that saw a big bootlegging opportunity during prohibition. They became
the “No 1 BIG” bootleggers in Peoria and oversaw a bloody era in Peoria’s history.

They saw the same opportunity in “The Era Of The Illegals.” They came out of retirement and ruled a 2"
bloody era in Peoria’s history.

Ill

It was “The Shelton’s way” or “The Hospital.” <g>

As stated in previous “lllegal Of The Day” postings the history of “The Era Of The lllegals” repeats itself
all over the USA. From Newport, KY, Detroit, MI, Upper NY State, East St Louis, Kansas City, MO, Oregon
City, OR, to San Francisco, CA. The stories are all the same, bootlegging, bribery, killings, and blood, all in
the name of the almighty $. <g> Sound familiar?

Sort of like the drug gangs of today without AK 47’s. <g>
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If you don’t collect illegal chips, at least from the area you live in, you are missing out on some great
history.

| got a grey Jack Adams Sportsmen’s Club chip from Janice O’Neal back in 2006. As usual we fought over
her taking anything for it. | lost as usual. <g> Rest easy dear friend.

Since there was a Club name on the Taylor Record card, | did not look further into it. Mike Vuolo found
the pink ones on ebay last week. When | took a 2" look at the Taylor card and noticed how big the order
was, | decided to try and find some info on it. Big orders normally translate to big history. | was not
disappointed. <g>



Enough of that:

And now “The Rest Of The Story.”
Jack Adams

Sportsmen’s Club.

416 Fulton St

Peoria, IL

Chips delivered 1945-51

Jackadams1 att2
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Enter my “Friend Of The Hobby.”

Jack Adams

John C. “Jack” Adams--not 100% sure, but there’s a good chance he’s the same Jack Adams who died in
Las Vegas in 1967 age 67.

416 Fulton was the location of a bar/tavern as far back as the 1890’s. Adams was running a place there
as early as the mid 1930’s. In the early 40’s he started calling his place the Sportsmen’s Club and by the
late 40’s he changed the name to the Clover Club. He also had a place called the Sportsmen’s Country
Club located at 1001 Farmington Rd. In Dec.1953 he was described as “the former owner of a Peoria
nightclub” and in June 1954, 416 Fulton was described as “formerly the Clover Club.”

The Sportsmen’s Club was described as “ornate and tastefully furnished, offering about any sort of action
the gambling man could desire.” Taylor records also have this chip:
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| need The Sportsmen’s Club” chip, if anyone has a trader.

Chicago Tribune—11aug1948; article about Shelton’s and Peoria, mentions Adams:
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Peoria Journal Star—17feb1992; 18 years ago a guy who lived in Peoria during the wide-open days gave
his recollections; mentions several gambling places and Adams; at the bottom of the article it shows that
in the original hardcopy there were photos of 416 Fulton both as the Sportsmen’s and Clover Clubs:

WHEN IT WAS 'ROARING PEORIA'
Joumal Star (Peosia, IL) - Monday, February 17, 1992
Author: BILL ADAMS

My, how times change! Here we are, with our town celebrating its 300th anniversary with
yearlong festivities, a town that's often used as the standard by which other Amencan
towns are compared ("Will it play i Peoria? ). For the second time in recent years,
Peoria has been chosen an All-Amenca City, and this past fall, the Par-A-Dice niverboat,
one of the largest attractions for bnnging visitors to our town, began plying our [inots
River with its floating casino.

But gamblng and ah _ er _, other means of entertameng visitors, isn't anything new to
our town. It's just that gambling has been legitimatized and is now looked upon as an
ndustry rather than a vice.

Well, that isn't the way it was back in the 19205, 30s and well into the '40s, when Peona
was infamously known as "Roaring Peonia,” and gambling was the king-pin of it all

In 1956, the Joumal Star ran a senies on that "0ld Peona,” refeming to it with the
headime, "As Wide Open as the Gateway To Hell *

The Peoria Charisma

Now, I was a product of the 1920s and I recall much of that period as a child and young
adult. Call it being nasve if you must, but as [ look back on it, I was unaware of the
hoodium element under the surface of it all. But [ agree with the newspaper's descnption
of it as 3 "bawdy town, but always with a twinkle in its eve,” and, good or bad, Peona has
always had a certan chansma.

Those Depression days after 1929 were difficult times, when more people were out of
work than working. Gambling and prostitution were easy way's to make a buck for some,
with men controlling the former, and women the latter.

At one time a madame who ran a "home™ at Fayette and Washington conducted “Miss
Fem's Midnight Cotillion™ each Saturday night in her grand ballroom. It was said to be as
well-known from coast-to-coast as New Oreans’ famous Quadroon Ball

Praine Alley, one of Peona's three "red " districts, was also well-known nationally,
whle practically every house near North Washmgton and Eaton became a brothel.

A Gambler's Paradise

Bu& most of all, Peona became a town where gambling jomts were more common

than banks, and churches. The best known, and probably most
lucrative, was the Empare at 139 S, Jefferson. It offered vanious types of gamblng, but
was best known as the home of the baseball pool It was s2id to take m as much as
$75,000 a menth, and frequently paid off jackpots of $5,000 or more. And I'm here to tell
you that $5,000 back then was some hunk of change! Its proprietor, Bill Urban, was a
kidnap victim in 1930, and the manager of his Alcazar, Frank Dougherty, also was
kidnapped a few weeks later. It's believed that Urban paid $80,000 before he was
released

In the same block as the Empire was the Saratoga. It was a cigar store with bowkng alleys
upstairs, but it also had a short gamblng career before Peona’s reform mayor, Carl O.
Triebel, was elected m the mid- '40s and put a Ed on it. The Saratoga's gamblng
operation lasted less than a year.

Urban's Alcazar was around the comer from the Empire on Fulton Street, across from
City Hall It also sold baseball pool tickets, and featured slot machines. In that same 400
blocko('ﬁi:onwnholﬂSpmsm«n’sChb which later became the Clover Club and
operated by Jack Adams.

Also m the 400 block of Fulton was the Mint, but its gamblng was done on 2 smaller
scale. Itis sad its operators refused to deal with the mob.

Unlucky To Be Too Lucky

Across Madison Avenue from City Hall was the Palace Club, which became the
headquarters for the Shelton gang. It was sometimes unlucky to be too hucky at the Palace
Club. Winners often wound up with a busted head and thexr pockets picked after they left
the premsses with too big of 2 winning roll

In the 100 block of South Madison was the Palace Arcade, not to be confused with the
Palace Club. It also featured gambling, with a horse-betting operation on the second floor

Fusther down Fulton Street, in the 300 block, were the Lyceum and the Windsor. The
Lyceum was ongmally established by Pete Weast before the tum of the century, but was
now stnctly a gang operation. It also featured horse betting but was held in somewhat low
esteem by the city’s other gambless

The Windsor offered roulette and faro, in addition to other games of chance. As featured
in this column recently, its proprietor, Clyde Gamson, was wounded and his wife, Cora,
kolled in a kidnap attempt in 1930, shontly after those of Urban and Doughenty.

A Tough River Town

Yes, our town certainly had 2 bold tradition as a tough river town back m those "Roanng
Peoria” days. The vice and rackets flourished, and it's sad a well.placed babe could be
more effective than a well-aimed bullet.

That's no doubt why so many of those kidnappings and murders were never solved. Of all
the stories I've read about those days, the only one I'm aware of that was solved was the
kadnappeng of Dr. James W, Pasker in 1932. And that was probably only because the job
was done by amateurs who weren't aware (nor had the money) to pay off the local
officials who always seemed to have thex hand out.

Yep, our town had chansma all nght, but not the positive kand it has todsy _ and nt seems
Iike only yesterday!

CAPTION: In the mid-1930s, the Alcazar “cigar store” (with the street bght in front of
it) at 414 Fulton St. stood across the alley from the Sportsmen's Club, the white-faced
building on the left. “photo retumed”. The Clover Club at 416 Fulton St formedy
operated as the Sportsmen's Club. “"photo retumed"”.
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| believe the writer of the above article Bill Adams is Jack Adams son. We got the pink chip from a seller

that said they came from Jack’s son.

Here’s a map showing the locations mentioned. None of the structures which housed these gambling
locations exist today.

E=Empire S=Saratoga A=Alcazar SC=Sportsmen’s Club PC=Palace Club PA=Palace Arcade
L=Lyceum W=Windsor
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More Taylor order cards from Peoria including the B&C Palace Club, Bernie & Carl Shelton chips. Both
The Palace Club and Lyceum are on the above map.
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Michael Vuolo [mike@pokergurus.com]
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