Ed Hertel found the 3 Circles T mold chips a couple months ago. Due to his work schedule he
turned to our "Friend Of The Hobby" for the research.
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Email between Ed and our "Friend Of The Hobby."

| think you’re right about the O’Brien’s Tavern/Tap. The Taylor order card looks like it says the
chips were delivered to “W. J. O’Brien” but | think the “J” should be an “F” (probably a
transcription error by the person writing up the Taylor card).

Enter our "Friend Of The Hobby."

William Francis O’Brien and his wife Rita moved to Amboy around 1945 and took over
Dickinson’s Pool Hall and renamed it O’Brien’s Pool Room and Lunch. It was located at 63 S.
East Avenue in downtown Amboy, across the street from the train depot. At some point they
moved next door to 65 S. East Avenue and the place became known O’Brien’s Tavern/Tap
(Rita’s brother Joe took over the pool hall location and renamed it Lynch’s Pool Hall). It also
appears that at some point between 1945 and 1954 O’Brien’s was located around the corner of
the same city block, on Jones Avenue where it intersects with Main Street.



vintage photo of S. East Avenue showing location:
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current street view:

My note: O'Brien passed on in January 1951. Looks like his wife keep things going including the
gambling. *vbg*
ad from 1953:



O'BRIENS:
TAVERN -~

AMBOY, ILL.
Chicken in the Basket Wed-

nesday & Saturday
Night, 75¢

Raviola Thurs. Night 75¢

Turtle &-Fish our specialty
on Fridays
Air Conditioned for

Your Comfort by
Frigidaire

ad from 1954:

Welcome Old Timers and Visitors

To Amboy's Centennial

For your Favorite mixed drink

stop in at

O'BRIEN'S TAP

For fine foods come in and try Hazel Kuhn's cuisine,
including Chicken, Fish, Turtle, French Fried Shrimp,

Steak, Sandwiches and Ravioli.

Air Conditioned
For Your Comfort

Budweiser on Tap

Dixon Evening Telegraph March 1955
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Ambov Tavern:

Owner Pleads
‘Not Guilty’

An Amboy tavern proprietor,:
Herbert Halsey, 43, pleaded no:,
guilty in County Cour: :o0 an in-,
formation charging him with'
possessing gaming devices in his’
establisnment.

Judge Gehant continued Halsey's
arraignment until April 5 at 10
a.m. after Halsev's aitorney, E. M.
Sullivan, Amboy, filed a moiion to
‘“suppress the evidence ard quash
the search warrant.”

State’s Atty. James E. Bales
agreed to the continuance and said
that he intended to file additional
informations charging Halsey with
possessing gaming devices.

Halseyv was one of four Amboy-
ans arrested March 23 when coun-
ty and state authorities conducted
the biggest gambling raid in Lee
County in the past four vears.

The other three. Rita O’'Brien,
Joseph McGrath and Ralph Fanel-
1i, pleaded guilty to informations
charging them with the same oi-
fense and were fined $100 each.

The authorities reportediy found
two punch boards and a2 bingo
spindie in Halsex's Tavern.
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William died of a heart attack in January 1951, age 36 (O’Brien’s was on East Avenue at the
time). The Taylor card says that 475 of the “used” chips were shipped to the Riverside Golf
Club, Riverside, IL in August of 1951. | wonder if his widow Rita returned the chips after his
death?

Riverside Golf Club opened in 1893 and is still going: http://www.rgc1893.org/history

My note: Taylor shipped two other orders with the same 3 Circles design. One to O'Dwyers a
big illegal in New Orleans, Louisiana 1950, 5 colors no yellow. Another order to the Continental


http://www.rgc1893.org/history

Tavern, Jacksonville, Illinois 1950, 3 colors no yellow. | tend to agree that all or part of O'Brien's
999 yellow chip order was returned to Taylor and resold to the Riverside Golf Club.

Ed will have the 3 Circles chips available at his "lllegal Seminar" at this year's convention, for
attendees. If you are not attending, there are some traders available.

This is "lllegal Of The Day" #290 on the way to 300 *vbg*



