FRED A. GUTHRIE
LOUISVILLE, KY

NO DATE (HH GUESSES 1930's)
MONO FAG BOTH SIDES IN GOLD

200 BLUE

Huh? “lllegal Of The Day Indiana 7” and it was delivered to Louisville, KY?

You are reading right. Chalk one up for the “Indiana boys” and put one in the loss column for the
“Kentucky boys.” <g>

Not sure where | got this one back in 2007, maybe Spragg. | just entered it in my KY files and kind of
forgot about it. | think | mentioned in a past post, | was sending all my KY initial chips without a Club
name for further research. Some came back without much information but a couple came back as a
Jackpot! <g>

FAG — Get your mind out of the gutter. <g> Fred Albert Guthrie. When | got the chip, the name rang a
small bell but the only association | could make was with Arlo. <g>When | got the information back from
my “Friend Of The Hobby” the name fell in place and | knew the association that should have rang a big
bell. <g>

On top of that it associates back to Bernie Shelton and the Shelton gang’s bloody rule of a boot legging
empire in 1920’s lllinois and the KKK.

Did you know the repeal of prohibition was the only time an amendment to the Constitution was ever
repealed? Do you know the real reason for the repeal? The US government was BROKE (sound
familiar?) after the 1929 stock market crash. They needed to tax alcohol to get $ to run the country. The
likes of the Shelton/Capone/etc gangs had all the $. <g>

History! You gotta love it if you collect illegal club chips.<g>



Enough of that:

Indiana:

FAG

Fred Albert Guthrie

Municipal Bar

610 W. Court

Jeffersonville, IN

Early 1930’s to the late 1930’s.

Fred Albert Guthrie, a native of southern lllinois, moved to Louisville sometime in the late 1920’s where
he died in 1954 age 61 (said to have been found dead in a hotel room, penniless).

Wish we had a date on this one. Although he lived in Louisville, Guthrie was one of the proprietors of the
Municipal Bar in Jeffersonville (located at 610 W. Court). He operated the Municipal Bar with his younger
brother Harry “Red” Guthrie and fellow southern lllinoisan Conrad William “Jimmy” James from the early
1930’s to the late 1930’s.

Prior to moving to Louisville, Guthrie operated a pool room in Herrin, lllinois during the late 1910’s early
1920’s. In Herrin he was an associate of none other than our old friend Bernie Shelton. Herrin was in
Williamson County. From what I've seen, Williamson County in the 1920’s was like the wild wild west—
bootlegging and gambling gangs versus vigilante groups, killings on the streets in broad daylight, and hits
on mayors.

Lot of interesting history online about the trouble in this county in the 1920’s. The bootleggers and the
gamblers, led by the Shelton gang and the Charlie Birger gang, seem to have been at war with a vigilante
group backed by the KKK and headed by a guy named S. Glenn Young (later the Shelton and Birger
gangs were at each other’s throats). ( My note: no big surprise there, gangs usually fell out from time to
time over the $) <g>

The article below reprints a letter which was written to Fred Guthrie and sent to him via Bernie Shelton in
Herrin. The letter reportedly gives instructions to Fred and his crew to go to Atlanta and kill S. Glenn
Young. Young was in Atlanta getting medical attention for injuries he had received from an attempt on his
life which had occurred several weeks before in which the Shelton’s took part.

My note. It seems like wherever they were, the Shelton’s and blood went hand in hand. | wonder if we can
still get DNA off some of our chips? <g>

Edwardsville Intelligencer—3sept1924 (the Armelia mentioned was Fred’s wife):



| PLANTO TAKE LIFE OF GLENN YOUNE
1S AEVEALED 1K LETTER YESTERDAY

Hemin, Il1., Sept 3—Rev. E B

Green. chairman of the Publicity
IComm.htee of the Law aod Order
League of Willlamson County, yes-
'terday gave out a copy of a letter
which he seld exposed the plot of
! gunmen to go to Atlanta, Ga. and
| murder S. Glenn Young.
. Mr. Green would not say whers
' the league got the letter, but said it
was authentle Young was notified,
" he seid, so that he might take any
« precauttons he thought necessary.

The letter foliows:

«Arlington Hotel, East St, Louls,
August 26, 1824:

«“pred—All 15 ready to leave on
‘the 27 p. m Have the bunch all
lined up, hut use separate cars and
{this route, And be carefnl &bout
pitting through  Nashville, Leave
it to the right Also watch Chatta-
nooga. Be ready for anything that
! might come up You mnever kaow
i what minute they will rise up

“Now, Fred. tell Armelia you are!
going to Cincinnati, Ohio, and wtite
Red. so he won't give things away.
It this thing goes through Herrin
won't need any more court. Now
don't go around BEttl Gibbs, and
leave that Dollle York go to
My bunch are just waiting for ——
to pop, and this time we want more
than o leg and an eye. This is &
bloodthirsty crowd.

“Now, It vou see me in Atlanta,-
Ga., don't rerognize me. Just go
until the time comes. Inclosed find
directions for yaur route. You are
to direct the others. Bernle Shel-
ton. Give this to Fred Guthrie.

Mr Qreen said the letter was
addressed “Bernje Shelton' of Her-
rin. Several days ago news dis-
patches from Atlanta said Young
asked the Chief of Police there for!
protection, as he had heard *‘some
Herrin gunmen werc on thelr way
to get him"

Young, head klan raider of Wil-
liamson County, and his wife were,
wounded at Okawville, May 23, and,
| he went to Atlanta for an opera-
tion on his leg, caused by bullet
'lwounds.

Fag 1 att2

When Guthrie was a prop_rietor of the Municipal Bar, a guy from Chicago named George Maddox tried
unsuccessfully to muscle in on the operation. Maddox opened his own place and a gambling rivalry



ensued which came to a head when Guthrie's partner Jimmy James and some guys from the Municipal
Bar shot-up Maddox’s place and accidently killed a well known local businessman.

Hammond (Indiana) Times—8july1937 (the article seems to suggest that the counterfeiting of Municipal
Bar chips helped bring the gambling rivalry to a boiling point):

CITIZENS TO
TAKE HAND
IN SHOOTING

Jmonmm. Ind, Julys.
~—(INS)—Angered by the gangster
slaying ‘of  Clarencs - Amster, New
Albany, Ind, -banker, Jeﬂusonvmo

citizens will meet -here tonight in
an attempt to ferret cut the reason
for the skroting and assist police
in prosecuting the gunmen, it was
announced today.. The meeting is
sponsored -~ by the. Jet!crsonvlna

‘Board-of Trade. ..

Meanwhils police contlnued to
hunt Joe Clark, the third man ai-
lzged to have entered Walter Mad-
dox’ roadside restaurant with drawn
xuns the right Amster fell fatally
wounded. “A waltress and a Negro
porter’ who disappeared after tha
shooting aise weu aought as wit-
nesges. -

Maddox, - believed- 1o be the in-

'nd«l victim of -the asasasins’ bul-
au, -remained In- hiding pending
prellmlnnry trial of C W.
“J’lmmy" James and- “Whitey the
Goop"” Walker tomorrow. They
were arrested on charges of murder
shortly afier the shooting Friday
night, at the Municipal bar, Jeffer-
sonville gambling hall, - -

Police are working on the theorv
‘the three.gunmen sought to “rub
out” Maddox because of quarrels
over xambling interests, and Inves-
tigated a report that Mumcipal bar
chips worth $5 were baing counter-
feited and =0ld for §1 apiece,

One of the state’s principal wit-
nesses im .expected to: be Maddox'
actress-wife, who iy recovering frora
a bullet wound in, the,K abdomen.
Police have delayed questmning ber
because of ber conditlon




To be fair, | will present a 2™ side to the above newspaper articles.

| have an email from Jimmy James son. He has written a book about the Municipal Bar and his father’s

life and times in Jeffersonville, IN. | have not read it. He does not know anything about the Guthrie
brothers being sent to Atlanta to kill S. Glenn Young.

Quote from Jimmy James Son:
“I don’t know anything about Fred being a hitman and going to Atlanta as the article indicates.”

He denies the story about the counterfeiting of Municipal Bar chips. He thinks the Hammond (Indiana)
Times made it up as a reason for the shooting.

He also confirms the Shelton gang’s involvement in a war with a Chicago gang that was trying to expand
to the south as the Shelton’s were expanding to the north in lllinois.

James’ book is available for sale. Check the book websites.

My note: | have confirmed Red Guthrie wound up working the crap pit at the Fremont in Las Vegas in the

1970’s. Once again like many of the lllegal Club operators he migrated to Las Vegas as gambling is all he
knew.



