"lllegal Of The Day" #301 is for you CA boys. Our "Friend Of The Hobby" has gone all out for you
on this oneJanice and Jerry O'Neal stopped by the Fiesta for lunch back in 1999. She gave me
the red Marcell's and several other illegatse had picked up over the yeargot the blue one

in a trade in 2008. Never knew much about them except they were more than likely CA illegals.

If you are not prepared for a very good and long read, it is time to hit the back button. *vbg* If
you are nterested in the history of your chips, you will love this c8eme of the "BIG" names

in Hollywood including John Wayne and Shirley Temple are mentioned.

Enter: Our "Friend Of The Hobby."

l . Marcellslatt2

Reaver, H.N. i
508 Elm Drive s 100
Beverly Hills, Culil. o S st
I// 000 HARELS
FUARCRLL'S® on one side
- 500 Red -~ £35.00 other side

1000 Choe. - 31.00 other side
1000 Blue ~ $5.00 other side

103 ANGELES CUSTOMZR
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My note:| need the chocolate $20. Cough it up if you have a trader. *vbg*

Unfortunately the order card has no datélowever, an LA gambler named Harry Nelson

Weaver moved into the residence at 508 EIm Drive sometime between 1933 and 1934 but was
no longer a resident there by JUul936. During this time period in the LA suburb of Altadena
there was a popular restaurant and night club formally known as the "Marcell Inn" but
commonly referred to as "Marcell's.Ih the mid 1930's Marcell's was run by a prominent LA



gambler namedHomer "Slim" Gordon and was described by the LA Times as "outstanding
among nightclubs where dame fortune may be tickled in the ribs."

Sde note: the total cash value of the Marcell's chip rack is $18,500; that amount in 1934 is
roughly equivalent t&$330,000 in 2015.

Marcell's got its name from a well known LA restaurateur and Italian immigrant named Joe
Marcell Annechiniln the 1910's Annechini operated a popular restaurant in downtown LA
which was known by several different names including réeé's", "Maison Marcell"

and "Terrace at Marcell's" (it was at this restaurant that Annechini is credited with first
introducing Zucchini to US cuisinghortly after Prohibition became law Annechini closed
his downtown LA restaurant and in 1922 ogel the Marcell Inn in Altadena on property
which formerly had been his private estate.

architectural rendering from 1922:

MARCELL INN
Uncown ive. Asowr. Pieomont Buan
Aupasesa  Caurr,
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postcard showing the building and trellised garden entrance:
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Marcell Country Club,
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the building is long gone but thevo stone entrance pillars visible in the postcard above still
stand:
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postcard views of the interior from the 1920's:
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Interior, Marcell Country Club, North End of ‘Lincoln Ave,, Pasadena, California,
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[early on Marcell's was occasionally referred to as the "Marcell Country Club"; alsoatterioc
was sometimes said to be in Pasadena, Altadena's southern neighbor]

Under Annechini, Marcell's became a hangout of the Hollywood film crowd and the place was
raided several times for Prohibition era liquor violatioms.the mid 1920's Annechibegan
splitting his time between LA and New York City where he operated a place called the
"Marcell Restaurant” or "Marcello's Restaurant.”



"When You
Travel East

visit MARCELL’S new
restanrant, 10 East 32nd
St, New York City.
which maintains best
“ traditions.

While at home
don't forget

MARCELL-INN
_in Altadena

Where you can also dine of the
best the market affords

Ph. Sterling 2262
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While at New York in 1932 Annechini passed away at the age dM&3ong afterwards
Marcell'sin Altadena became the property of one of LA's leading gambling figttesier

"Slim" Gordon.The years in which Gordon ran Marcell's are pretty much concurrent with the
years in which Weaver resided at 508 EIm and placed the Marcell's chip ordar18831936.

In 1933 Marcell's was renovated andapened in OctoberOn the property was a giant
searchlight which was supposed to help guide patrons to the location through the dark
Altadena night; directions to the place were often given as tgetincoln Avenue and follow

the searchlight™:



:
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ONCE AGAIN THE SEARCHLIGHT OF
HAPPINESS and PLEASURE IS LIGHT-
ING THE SOUTHLAND SKY

We Take the Greatest Delight in Announcing
the Re-Opening of the Famous

MARCELL INN

THE Nth DEGREE in CUISINE and
ENTERTAINMENT

The Rendevcus of the Smart Set
DINNER, $2.50 PER PLATE

2900 No. Lincoln Ave.

Pasadena

For Reservations Call ST. 2262 or ST. 4347

(Watch for the Searchlight)
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A month later in November 1933, according to the LA Times, Marcell's was one of four places
that stood out among the LA gambling scene:

OUTSTANDING CENTERS

Outstanding among the night
clubs where Dame Fortune may be
tickled in the ribs are the. Club
Airport Gardens, near the city lim-
its of Glendale: the Clover Club on
Sunset Boulevard, just outside the
city limits; the Marcell Inn in West
Altadena and the New Colony Club
inside the city limits, near :he Ran-
cho Golf Club.

Marcells10



About a year later in October 1934aS S{1 f & YIF3AFT AyS OFfftSR GKS al 2
characterizes Marcell's:

MARCELL INN WINS
ATTENTION OF ELITE AT
ALTADENA PLAY SPOT

When society wants to play they
like their fun and amusement in the
right kind of environment, and from
all appearances, they have labelled the
Marcell Inn, at Altadena, the play spot
that they like best, for nightly you will
find the Southland’s best people, who
like to dine and dance, enjoying them-
selves to their heart's content amid the
most romantic setting one can find this
side of Caliente, or even Monte Carlo.

Marcells11
A sur-
vey of the playspot will also reveal
many pastimes and pleasure that are
rarely seen in cabarets, but can only
be found in certain centers like Calien-
te and Monte Carlo. Marcells12

That same month Marcell's is raided by LA County vice officers:

A final county raid occurred at
the Marcel Inp in the Altadena
foothills, where the officers assert-
edly found dice and poker games in
progress. H. (Slim) Gordon and
Walter Lipps were ordered to ap-
pear in Pasadena justice court to-
day and three dealers were booked

on gambling charges.

Marcells13




My note: | think CA collectors do not realize how many of tbleips wereactuallyused in
illegal gamblinglubs

ad from 1934:

Marcell Inn, 2900 Lincoin Ave., St. 2262

Dining, Dancing, Entertainment. The rendezvous of the elite. Altadens.
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In June 1933 California voters approved a proposition legalizingrauel wagering at horse
tracks.
A year and a half later, on Christmas Day 1934, the Santa Ang&r&&kcopened north of LA.

5SAONAROSR G GKS GAYS o@ [ATS al 3FTAYS | &
GKS g2NIRZ¢ {lydlF 'yAGlE gl 2gySR o0& | 3ANP
w2l OK o[ I dzNBf 39 | I NR@&locsted netarfSSntawc\lhlta andl it giticklp  a I

became a popular stopping place for those going to and coming
from the track.

MARCELL INN

' “PASADENA'S ARISTOCRATIC RENDEZVOUS”
featuring TOMMY LYMAN World Renowned Entertainer
Make the Marcell Inn your turf headquarters.
FINEST CUISINE—EXQUISITE FOOD!

Dine and Darce at the foot of the beautiful Sierra Madre Mountains.

| Sterling 2262, 4347 2900 Lincoln Ave., Altadena
e —— — e e Marcells15

article from the day Santa Anita opened, December 25th 1934:
AT MARCZLL INN .

The opening of Southern Califor-
nia’'s tur{ season will be observed
in gala fashion during the coming
week at the smart Marcell Inn st
Altadena where a brilliant crowd
of the Southland’s socially elite have
made arrangements for scores of
parties. Marcell's "is expected to
become 2 gay rendezvous for sports
lovers during the: comlng turt lca.o

son. JIMarcells16
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Jan 19th 1935:
INN DRAWS TURF FOLKS

Santa Anita’s racing season has
been the Iincentive for numerous
parties at Marcell Inn in Altadensa,
with scores of society and film folk
gathering to hear the singing of
Tommy Lyman, internationally
known songster. '

Marcell's, -situated a few miles
from 'Arcadia and .the track, has
been the scene of many parties of
lovers of the turf sport when they
have finished a day at' the races. Marcells17

Feb 8th 185:

Marcell's has proven the
gathering place for turf fans and
almost every night notables of the
Banta Anita track may be seen in
either the dining-room or the cock-
tail Jounge of this gay spot. 8
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Dell with Temple and Adolphe Menjou, who plays the bookmaker:
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Little Miss Marker was released on June 1st 1934 and a week later on June 8th Dell spent the
SPSYAy3 G al NOSttQaod ! FOSNI I yAIKG 2F RAYAyY3
her way to being a bone fide star, the next Mae West, stepped outof Mar@eh Ay G2 GKS O
Altadena night and the sublime Wheel of Fortune which separates all that can be from that

which is clicked into place and the young, beautiful Ms. Dell never made it back to Hollywood.

Marcells20




5StfQa YIftS 02YLlagakZyvE ondindslis ARényejustRaswofthe Rose
Bowl, lost control of his car and, after smashing into several impediments, including a few palm
trees, the wreckage finally rested upon the lifeless body of Dell

(in the photo above the car has beeipfled over to extricate Dell).

2 KSy GKS ¢ @SIFNJ2fR {KANISe ¢SYLXS é46la AyTF2NY
said to have fallen prostratend wept-inconsolable.Years later Temple said the emotional
RAAUONBaA 2SN K&ithlivay iNth DryicofXibe cigiylsderdes of the film she was
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celebrity playground, Los Angeles County convened a grand jury to investigate the possible
corruption of public office holders by gamblers seeking protection from the Bewveral well

known LAgof SNE 6SNB adzyY2y SR (2 | LSligsGoNdn (alsy Of dzRA Yy
ddzYY2y SR 6SNB FdzidzNBE [F&a +S3Fa LA2YSSNB b2fl

pic of Gordon at the grand jury proceedings:
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As he left the grand jury room Gordorasrmet by reporters and he informed them of the
substance of what he was asked and what he answered:

-

“Are you & gambler?”
“I try to be.” -

“Are you operatlnc a cale in Am-
dena?" - -
“‘Yes.IO
. “Do you conduct sambll there?"
“Well, I try to but the police won’t

let me.” ‘-

“Have you ever made any pay-
offg?" ! ?

“Never."”

“Any  officlals have sny lntemt
in your place?” ,

. “I should say not. It any dld 1
guess I'd be able to keep going.”
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D2NR2Y {SLJXi 32Ay3 Fd al NOStfQa FT2NJ aSOSNIf VY2
to samplethe turf south of the border:

Slim Gordon. has closed the Marcell
Inn for the summer to make the
“ring” at Caliente,.
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(according to the LA Times, Agua Caliente was the only horse track in the Americas to offer both
a bookmaker betting ring and pamutuel wagering)

D2NR2Yy 02y {AYy dzSR inid 203&bLiSyNdpril & 1987t M&3 $16séddax good
and becamahe Marcell Military Academy.

classified ad from April 1937:



Beer Iixtures, Bar Equipment 336’

WMWWWM
BEAUT, bar, cheap acct, of moving, 2
rl_..mcoin ave., Pasa. Marcell Inn.‘r s

T
- — M Marcells 24
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was raided for both liquor and gambling violatiori3uring a raid othe Club Marcelin 1941,
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In the pic below, taken duringtidl ARX 2y S ¢Sttt 1y26y YSYOSNI 2F

is seen sitting at the bar (and perhaps
drunk and defiant):
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