OH NO, not another poker story!

| knew better but just had to let them “Show Me.”

In the Early 1960’s | was operating a Bingo in the Sportsman’s Club in Newport, KY, while Screw Andrews
was on a federally paid vacation in Terra Haute, IN. | had a so called partner named Tony F-----i. He was a
fireman on an extended leave from St Louis, MO. After the Bingo closed | did not hear from him for a
couple years.

Out of the blue he calls. Boy, do | have a poker game for you. It is a real loose game and easy pickins.
Bunch of businessmen. You can clean them out. | can get you invited. We'll split. $10,000 buy in pot
limit.

With great reserves, | agreed. If you play poker, I’'m sure you will agree you need one or two “Live”
players in a game. They will move the money around the table. A good player should in the long run
beat this type of game.

| always watch a game for awhile before | play. It gives me some idea of who and what | am in for. In
other words pick out the geese. <g> | was there when this one started, no chance to get a handle on the
players.

30 minutes after the game started | realized all 7 of the other players, were “live ones.” The game was
reduced to pure luck. After they beat a few good hands, | was a hot sucker. All | wanted was to get even
and get out. One or two geese are ideal. Seven sucks!

Four days and several black beauties’ later | got even. It was pure luck. | figured | had a $100 in expenses
getting there. Told Tony, “You owe me $50” and scooted as fast as | could back to KY.

They “Showed Me.”

Life is good! Live it to its fullest!

Enough of that:

Missouri

Was ripe with illegal gambling. Its cup runneth over. Clusters of illegals operated in Kansas City, Joplin,
Stateline, Warrensburg, St Joseph, Excelsior Springs, Jefferson City, etc, etc. In the past | have posted
lengthy research on the Troost St/Walnut St/John Dolan liquor store illegal operations.

It's fairly well known that Kansas City was an "open" town in those days and was similar to Chicago. The
town was run by Judge Tom Pendergast who ran the political machine as well as several businesses
which received many city contracts. He also sponsored a local county judge who was a former
haberdasher to become a US Senator from Missouri. That Senator later became Vice President and then
President of the US. Harry Truman was his name. His haberdashery business was a few blocks from the
Lido...who knows, he might have even put a few bucks down on a nag at the Lido.

Allan Meyers sent me 2 colors of the GJ chips in 2000. | felt sure they were part of the Kansas City
Cluster. Now we know for sure.

I miss the old days when about 15 of us just mailed out new illegal finds to each other. No $ involved and
no one kept track of who sent the most. Only a few of us left now.

1827 Club
1827 Grand Ave



Kansas City

George Jones
Chips delivered

1932 thru 1938-Lots of chips. <g>

9917
“Mr. Geo Jones Spsc._Mono "GJ" in £5 PN
1811 Grand Ave gold both sides
Kanuas City, Mo. B
K.C. Reg. 1694

1-5-39 3000 B-9 Vermilion replacement of defect-
iver checks.furnkshed on 12-23-38

r George Jonss, e
1811 Grand Ave., 2
. Kanses City, Mo. L4

1005-K.C.~ 11-22-35%
| 1000R-100C- K.C. 7-25-36 -
| SOR- K.C. 10-9-35 -
200J- K.C, 9-3-35-
500J-661- 9-8-35 K.C. 8
600¥-100G-300J- K.C.Inv/§8341 - 6-20-32°
. 200J- X.C.Inv.ff8760 12-13-32 :
6500W-200J- K.C,Inv,#2363 -~ 8@x 8-1-33
200J- K.C.Inv/{f12944 - 8-28-35
500J-65R~ K.C.Inv.#12947 -~ 8-30-35
SOB-K, +§.gnv.f13001 ~ 9-30-35
1COR- F.Te 1y, #13010- 10-4-35

OYER

“TOOR ~ K.C.lnvoice 713060 ~ 11p5-35 Gk 4 =
IBOI=™K. C. Inv.H4083 #- J.:L--z:."1 o

'1000R-100C- K.C.Inv.#1122 - 7-10-36

100C=" K.C.Inv.#1163 - 7-10-36

60CR- K.C,Inv, #1770 - 10-2-38

Lot of stuff going on in KC when Jones was there, (Pendergast machine, etc.).
Further research on this chip would probably yield interesting results, but here's what I've found.



George H. "Farmer" Jones was described in 1919, at age 48, as "Kansas City's principal gambler" and
the "J. Pierpont Morgan of the local gambling trust;" in 1929 he was reportedly the head of a south side
hotel gambling syndicate.

I'm not sure what was located at 1811 Grand Avenue in the early 1930's when the chips were
first ordered, but in the latter half of the 30's it was a retail liquor establishment run by John T. Dolan (not
sure if bar or store). (My note: Dolans Liquor Store was used as a mail drop for many area illegals) (A
load of chips was found in a wall by workers many years later.)

Dolan had been a saloon owner and hotel proprietor in the 1910's and 1920's. In 1921 he operated a bar
in the back of the Centropolis Hotel which, when raided by police, was being patronized by an inebriated
Pendergast municipal court judge--all were arrested except the judge.

(big surprise the Judge gets a walk!) <g>

Also, in the late 1930's George Jones was the proprietor of the 1827 Club, located at 1827 Grand Ave.,
just a few doors down from 1811. By 1940 both places were no longer there (Dolan was dead). George
Jones' name was brought up during the Kefauver hearings about KC in 1950.

More Troost St area illegals.

427 Club
Delivered in 1934-36 - 4 orders to Harper & Uncer, Webb Means, and QA Seifert.

7702

Lido
Shipped to John Murray in 1936 - 31st and Troost St.
The CA boys claimed this one. <g>



7053
Premier Club

3130 Troost St

1936

I got 3 colors of the Premier Club from the son of a salesman for Jack Todd Co in 1999. They
have the small pin holes used to set them in place in salesman’s sample books. The yellow came
much later.

17769 im

1003 Walnut

18074 im



18027 im
Plenty more for another day.

Kansas City Star--January 6, 1922:
Jones Robbed. | bet the robbers paid heavily for this one. *vbg*



I REALLY LOST (¢ ONLY $20.
Payment an 4,000 In Caphiern! Checkn
Stapped by v Farmer! Jones,

George H. “"Farmer” Johes, veteran
sambler, didn't fare so badly after all
when two men Leld him up as he started
to enter his home at 4311 Wayne avenua
late Wednesday night. It became known
today that “Farmer” actually lost only
$20, although $4,000 In ceshiers' chocka
was elolen from him, "Furtmer" went
to a bank early yesterday and stopped
}mymmt on the stolen checks, he told

rlends today,

Prosperity cama to “IParmer” Jones
because he steadn{ applled the statis.
tical rule that roiling dice gathera less
profit for the roller than for the person
who bets “they ehall not pass.” Under
the prerent pollice administration “Farms-
er' has lost nona of his Interest §n gam.
bling, but has become more secretive
in Lis work, vislting only those privats
games in hotel rooms, where pollce feet
seldomn trod.

It was from one of Lhese select galh-
erings that “Farmer” Jones wag tralled
hy twa robbers in a molor car Wednes-
day night, The bandit* car was close
hehind “Marmer's” car as he rode home-
ward, Arrlving in front of his house
“Farmer' Jones voiced a merry "good
night” to his uniformed chauffeur,

The bandlt car stopped &t the curhim;

even while the tall light of “Farmer’s’
car was stlll  visible. As “Farmer”
reached for hls doorkey the robbers
revolrers cxtended menacingly, lonped’
on the poreh, “l'armer” ylelded hia val-
nables readily and scornfully. Undoubl.
adly the robbers were amateurs em-
loyed by some unsportsinanly loser or
osers §n o valn atteropt to recoup lost
fortugo. For who except an amateur
wounld steal cashiera’ checks?

The habit of “high power” pamblers
lige *Farmer” Jones, "Gold Tooth"
Maxey and “Georgie” Dandle, carrying
cashicra' checks instend of currency,
originated nbout n year ago, following
spirited activity of hold.up men, expe
cially in gambling ¢ircles, For what
gnol 13 A cashiers’ check it the glver
deslires to slop paytpem?

Columbia Missourian—June 25, 1929:
Jones connected to hired guns from Chicago, St Louis, and Memphis. The "Era Of The Illegals”
were brutal when they had to be.






KANSAS CITY
TO BEGIN WAR
ON GANGSTERS

Gun Battle Saturday
Night Baffles
Police

“BIG SHOTS” KILL TWO

3 Characters Imported
as Gambling Aides,
Is Theory

KANSAS CITY, June 25 1UP.».—
Eyvidence that “~"big shot  gangland
has extended 1i1ts tenacles to western
cities worried polite heads here 10-
day as they prepared to combat tlhe
nienace.

Their first step was expected to
be mmpaneling ©! a county grand jury
to draw out the true story benhind =
gangsters gumn battle near a tasihion-
able south side hotel here last Sat-
urday night.

They procecded on the theory that
Ben Barrettn, Chnicago gunman, and
Arthur Hartman, St. Louls gangster,
boin Kkilled 1in the 1light, were impo:t-
ed here along with Neal Pumpnrey.

AMemphis pouce character, as “"bag
shot™ aides 'o a southh side hotel
sambling syndicate.

Pumplirey, convalescing from

wounds under guard 1n the General
Hospital, sought to explain his pres-
ence here by asserting he was here
1o negotiate with George “"Farmer'™
Jones, alleged head ol a gamblng
syndicate, 1or a “"big game bank roli.

But Pumphrey s accounts oif why
five men huddled 1in a group outs:ige
the Lasalle Hotel, warned passersoy
to clear the way, and then suddenly
shot 1t ocout among themselves, re-
mained hazy to police.

Coupled with reports of strong
arm methods' employed by Kansas
City gambling rings. thelr increased
activity, and the tact that the gang-
sters had been arguing about moncy
just prior to the shoouing. led police
1o believe 1t was the outbreak of =a
gamblhing war threcatened for some
‘weeks.

The grand jury ma) be impaneclled
today.




The Estes Kefauver Commission went after Kansas City illegals and the politicians/cops that protected
them with a passion in early 1950’s.

Interesting chart about KC gambling prepared for the Kefauver hearings--Jones, although still living in
1950, age 78, is not mentioned:
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KANSAS CITY MISSOURI HEARINGS - 1950

U.S. Senate Special Commitiee To Investigate
Organized Crime n ;I:stusu.u Commerce.



