Sometime before | started the “lllegal Of The day” posts | did a post showing the connections between
the Dallas Mafia/James Worsham/Maurice Hotel/Benny Binion/ and a chip with WandB on it. The
WandB chip is dated 1940. Part of that post will follow at the end of this one.

| guess you can call the first part of this post a “Prequel.” <g>

Enough of that:
Texas:

A few months ago we found the red and yellow CW in a Horseshoe chips on ebay. | already had the
record card from back when several of us were getting cards and pooling them. | did not have the chips.

| don’t do ebay so | had Mike Vuolo buy us both one of each color red and yellow. When we got them
there were 2 different fonts of the yellow. Huh???? We scrambled and had 2 more yellow, | of each font
sent to us.
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My notes:
Appears to have been an earlier order in 1936, not on this card.

Scans below clearly show there was a new die made for the 1939 order. This is not unusual as
distributors misplace or lose dies. | have had it happen at Paulson. Almost impossible to make 2" die,



100% same as the 1% one. Small font 1937 because of the small font die cast on the record card, large
font and new die for the 1939 order.

W =Worsham. C =Read on.

cw in horseshoe3chips
| sent my notes to a friend as | knew he would want them if he did not have them.
Note and scan from the friend that bought the chips a little Earlier than we did:

DAMN!!! He got a blue one from the same seller!!! That sucks!!! <g>

| have both versions of the yellow. | have one that | think is the light-blue. If the chip below is light-blue,
then the large "C" version of the chip is from the 1939 order (light-blue, vermillion, yellow) and the small
"C" version of the yellow chip would be from 1937 (also small "C" on the order card stamp).

| think the images below are the light-blue, vermillion, yellow from 1939 and the yellow from 1937.

My note: We agreed. IMO this means there is a red and blue out there with the small font. Anyone have
them to trade? | need 3. Both blues, and red small font,



cw in horseshoe 4 chips

Note: From a “Friend of the Hobby.” Thank you once again.

The last order of CW chips was bought 1 year before the Maurice Hotel opened.

Not sure if the CW chips were used at the Maurice Hotel.

The Maurice was a brand-new hotel which opened just before Worsham ordered the WandB chips in
Dec.1940. | know chips can migrate with an operator, but | would think he would have used his new
WandB chips at the new Maurice Hotel set-up. (maybe the CW chips continued to be used at the address
they were sent to originally?).

The CW chips were sent to an address in an old south Dallas neighborhood called Oak Cliff. At the time
of the 1936-37 orders the address was a drug store operated by a guy named Coffin; in 1939 the place
was a five & dime store operated by a guy named Cannon (I guess either or neither could be the"C" on
the chips.

Cannon was a pallbearer at Worsham's funeral in 1966).

Coffin, a pharmacist, was fined for operating a gambling device at the store in 1938 (a marble board) and
fined the same year for dispensing medicinal whiskey without a prescription. (my note: what is medicinal
whiskey in 19387)



My note: C=both Coffin and Cannon are good candidates. <g>

Here's a current view of the building which housed the CW chips delivery address. It's an L-shaped
building which sits on the corner of West Davis and Edgefield.

The delivery address, 1324 West Davis, was located on the corner which straddles both streets. In the
1939 Dallas city directory, Worsham is listed at the address 506 1/2 Edgefield--which puts him on the
second floor, above the delivery address. The second floor of an Oak Cliff drugstore was raided in 1937
and six gamblers were arrested--not sure if this was the same drugstore. (my note: | bet it was!)

Read Down

Cw in horseshoe3

Now the Sequel:

Worsham ties himself to the Dallas Mafia.
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WandB believed to be Worsham and Binion
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Gambling Wide Open
In Dallas But Police
Don’t Seem to Find It

Bets Are Taken From Two Bits Up
To Thousands, With Pinches Rare
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and dofi't worry about their Sifis ta
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fabric of things., but th man on
|the street will =]l you he cannost
|believe they afe the higher ups.
The man on the strest will tell you
They are bognd 1o have assistinee
from above. !

Buppose there s a raid. Maid is .

1I|.'ml.lg the word beeanse generally,
| remembering the dumb answer of
lIIu- ronkie policeman, a raid = &,
:Lﬁrml knock an the door nowa-
NE. |
The pinch i= =0 smooth that ot |
all the players know a raid is in,
progress and 1o look al the &poc-
lache, one would think old ln'mdsl
| were talking things over and then
i 1o po samewhers plse. f
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While right arross the strest Ig
a newly painted  sinirway which
leaads to a newly opened 25¢ game
which = doing a prefiy good busi-
frss Twno-bit chigs may e bought
amd anyone with as much as feur
hits may enler. The heat of the
bookie raids and closing of mast
raee Lracks were respansible for the
openings of this zame by men who
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The second floor of stili another
place is wide epen with clubroom
and everyvihing. but it still fails to
match the elegance of some of the
olher dice palaces,

Here is another on South Akard.
This = an upstairs place and is re=
Farded by the pambling elite as a
third-rate joinl.  See the boss there
and he will give vou a run for your
money from s guarter up. Hows
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It 1= for the discontented man
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January 30, 2008
Gene,

Here's the W and B chip--another Dallas chip with a 'B". I haven't come across any direct
evidence that the 'B’' is for Binion, but like all the other Dallas chips with a "B’ it's a possibility.
Binion stated that gambling at the Maurice Hotel was one of his three main operations (along with
the Southland and the Bluebonnet). But I've also seen evidence that the Southland Syndicate
owned no part of it. However, Binion's accountant kept the books for the club. One thing is for
sure, and that's that the Maurice operation's bank was owned in different percentages by
different people over the years. Maybe Binion had a part of it at it's inception and Worsham put
his initial on the chip along with his own?

The Maurice was a brand new hotel that had just opened it's doors a few weeks before the chips
were sent to Worsham. It was located at 909 Main Street (if you've ever seen a picture of the
Dallas skyline at night then you might recall a tall building outlined in green argon-it sits on top
of what was the Maurice). It operated on a second floor mezzanine (but sometimes in a room on
an upper floor), had at least one dice table that accommodated 12 to 15 people (although the
games there were known to accommodate as many as 50), served free drinks and operated in two
shifts from around 1TTAM until about 3AM or later. When Dallas eracked down on gambling in
the mid 40's, Worsham was the first person tried for felony gambling in Dallas County in over a
decade.

I've also included an article from the Dallas Morning News from 1941 which gives one reporter's
take on the gambling scene in Dallas.
16539c

Stay tuned for “Part 3” of an ever developing saga. Benny Binion/Herbert “The Cat” Noble and “The
Dallas Mafia Wars”



