This is going to take awhile. I f you are not an avid
through it. <g> This post chronicles 8 years of various city/county and state officials including a future

presidential candidate, saying they closed the joint. <g>

This is only a small part of the info availableon t he joint, that’'s out there.

there was a chip order for 34,000 T mold chips. That equals a BIG BIG BIG illegal operation. As you can
see there was also chips delivered from B C Wills on the Skey mold. Geez, | wish we had the BC Wills
records. <g>

The gambling boss from E St Louis, Buster Wortman was involved with the Hyde Park Club. He was a

silent partner in the Hyde Park Club. He has been featuredinse ver al ot her “ 1 1 | amlal

will return in a future post.

And, once again the Shelton brothers appears in
gambling in southern lllinois, they were involved. You remember them. Poor dirt farmers that ruled a
southern lllinois booting legging empire, with a bloody hand. Retired then unretired to rule the illegals of
southern lllinois.

The last article in this post tells about the Shelton’s being the cause of a 1930 closure of the Hyde Park
Club by threatening the joint for a payoff. Per an article below the joint was grossing 6.5 million a year.

I't al so t el | s eresonvicthdebanB tolebérd. on’ s w
Will wonders never cease? <g>

One of the Hyde Park Club chips is featured in a 1950 Life Magazine story below. It is a 50¢ chip. Anyone
out there have one of them?

Enough of that:

Hyde Park Club
John P. Connor
826 Main St
Venice, IL
19206598’ s
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| also have a double stamped grey $1. Thank you Mike Vulvo.
Enter a “Friend of the hobby:
JPC

The Hyde Park Club in Venice had been around for a couple of decades when these chips were ordered.
It was a very well known and patronized club which for many years made hay for political candidates who
seemed to be continually trying to plug-up this hole of gushing cash.

One of the proprietors of the club when the chips were ordered was John P. Connor—I assume it’'s hi
initials on the chips. Connor was a native of St. Louis and a son of an Irish born saloon keeper there

(Connor was himself a saloon keeper there). Connor died at St. Louis in 1957 age 73; at the time of his

death he was a resident of Festus, MO.

The building which housed the address no longer exists. The entire block and street have been
obliterated and altered to such a degree that | had to superimpose a snip from an old map onto a current
aerial to place its location:
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Here's a snip from a 1942 political ad; a former sheri!f
neecessary court procedure,
3 Hyde Park Club was a gambling house located in Venice and

a operated by St. Louls gamblers, It had opernted for o
than 25 years In Madlson County until it was closed by

Sheriff Wittman.
i A__Tho number of crimes occurring in Madison County hasdef




Here is a chip order from 1943 after Sheriff Wittman claims he closed it. <g>
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| NEED ONE OF THESE! Should be T molds. Cough it up if you have a trader. <g>
Picked these up in February 2011. Exact match to Taylor T molds in above record. In my opinion there is
no doubt they are Hyde Park Club chips.
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fivde Park Club at Venice has been a blot on
\adison County. Because it was within the corporate
limits of 2 municipality, and under the jurisdiction
af local nfficials, the county prosecutor withheld ac-
tion. When Hyde Park gained a new notoricty, re-
cently, with disclosure of wrong connections, the
statc's atzorney acted. A man identified a3 operator
of the club was fined, the club was closed—and, in
the words of the state’s attorney, it will remain

closed.

A

State’s Attorney Burton said nothing in advance |
about Evergreen Gardens—he lct others talk, then
he acted. About Fiyde Park, he was silent—then he
acted, His actions have spoken louder than the few
words he spoke after acting in each case—Fvergreens

will NOT run; Hyde Park will REMAIN closed.
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A few months later over 34,000 chips were delivered:
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In 1947 the Hyde Park Club opened up a second, swankier location a few doors down at 814 Main St.:

Hyde Park Club
To Open New Place

Venice,
fon will rear ita ugy
Venice bookie circies tomorrow,

. (»—Class distinct-
head in

The Hyde Park club's ‘lush new
thandbook, gleaming with glass
brick and chrome {ittings, s
scheduled to open with a firm 8
fioor on the horse bets.

“Peanut hettors” are barred
from the swank structure and
must stick to the old book-—a

plain frame bullding.

JPCS5 att2




J. P. Connor and Hyde Park sued in 1948:

Hyde Park Club
‘Sued for Losses

Arother of a series of gambling
sults presented in the Madison
county cireuit court during reeent
months was filed this morning.
“Hyde Park"” located in Venice and
'prohnbly the largest gnmbling
place in Southern [linois was
named as defendant, The suit
names John P. Connor, doing busi-
ness as Hyde Park, as defendant.
It has long been soid that 4 num-
ber of persons own various per-
centages of interests in the estab-'

e e e W

IV‘J.-"

lishment.

The plaintiffs are William E.
Selig and Maurine G. Selig. Nei-
ther {heir home address nor rela-
tionship is mentiored in the court
records, The papers state that the
losses are from their joint funds,
They seek a judgment for $BEIS
plus the costs of the suit.

The court files state that Con-
nor is a resident of Venice ang
that he has been owner and oper-
ator for many years, The papers
state the gambling establishment
is commonly designated as “Hyde
Park” and is operated to induce
the public to play games of
chance,

“Black jeck" and "craps” are
listed a5 the two games. The
plaintiffs state that their losses
were during a period between Dec.
11, 1947, and May 25, 1948, The
suit 1s brought under an Ilinois
law which permits a loser to sue if
losses are $10 or more and if the
loser falls to sue, another cltizen
,| may file for treble the amount of
"t losses with one-halt going to the
'| county and the other to the person
.| Who sues.
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My note: At last! The Guv steps in! <g> | wonder if it was still open when Adlai ran for president?
On May 12, 1950 lllinois Governor Adlai Stevenson ordered the lllinois State Police to raid Hyde Park:
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A month after the raid, the June 19th issue of Life Magazine printed an article about gambling in the US.
Onthefirstpageoft he article there’s a montage of gambling iter
the country.
One of the items is a JPC chip. The article also features some photos of the Hyde Park raid. One of the
pics shows one of the o wMeoresalsoh&hdledghe ownershiRstakle’of olveoob r e .
Hyde Par k’s *“ skhrlaennkt " Bpuasrttenre’r sWor t man.
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/j THE VARIETY OF GAMBLING ACTIVITY avadlable 1o Americans is indi-

cated by thesn trophies, collected by Lirx cocrespondents in recent week s afl overe
the U.S. In the panel at Jeft are such items as 2 football pool (“PieSkin™), 2 puli-
bowrd (punchboant in reverse), & 82 race-track mutwel ticket, policy anl numders
slips (tabulased Nista), charity lotery, pullboand tickets (“Red White Blue™),

Chinese lottery, basehall poal ("Pot-0.Cobl™), bagn card and weather Jottery.
Included in the panel st the tip of the are & hankmaker's receipt foe a §2
bet om the race horse Mels Bells and a "Hagpy Hunting” panchboard. In panel
at right are race-track dedly-dooble ticket, tomt sheets, Irish swoepstskes ticket,
variows gambling bouse revonds and & 50¢ chip wied in & dice gaowe in [Hinois,

-~ GAMBLING

LiFe PRESENTS THE LOW-DOWN

The “heat™ was on last week, and in many parts of the couns
:ZII was harder to get down a bet than it had been for dees

s TheSenate was engaged in a full-scale probe of gambling
and crime, and some of its discoveries had already foreed all
sorts of local investigations. The country’s biggest bookmuk~
er was under arrest in New York, facing 60 separate gambling
charges and rumored about to plead guilty rather than em«
barrass his customers. Other big gamblers were wondering
how soon the pressure would reach them, and some unev=
pected people were being dragged into the picture in very

IN THE U.S.

ON NATION’S BIGGEST RACKET

by ERNEST HAYEMANN

strange ways. Probably the most embarrassed company in
the land was Western Union, raided in New Jersey for let-
ting bottors wire their wugers to the big commission houses
around St. Louis, The governor of New Jersey told the gov-
ernor of Missouri where he could raid a joint, and the police
of New Y
find some teley used by b 3
has quictly become the nation’s most profitable industry,
had now also become its biggest news. In this article and
photographic essay LIFE tells what the shooting is all about.

JPC8 att2




JPC9 att2

My Not e: Now a I|ittle tmOrp ‘mhygdble Tdod Bha FPrwemqaeael "<g* nc
YouremembertheShel t on brot hers from sever al previous “1lIl1ega
More from our “Friend of the hobby.” He remembers the .

Probably too much stuff already on this place (there’s
But her e’ s o n em 1930 which bhadtta irclude--ofir old friends the Shelton Brothers:
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