
 
ñIllegal Of The Dayò number 125. 
 
OK, here is a good one, maybe the most documented ñIllegal Of The Dayò since the Jason Lee-Hawaiian 
Club, Chicago-Monte Carlo, research. 
 
My guess is, only you die hard illegal collectors will take the time to read and appreciate this research.  
 
If you only want to put names to your chips. 
 
White House Club. 
Highwood Recreation. 
North Shore Recreation. 
1930ôs-40ôs-50ôs. 
Highwood, IL 
 
If you are die hard illegal chip collector, READ ON! 
 
My note: Mike Vuolo found the 2 fonts of the HR, WHC, and the DL chips in what was advertised as an 
estate sale. I have seen them sold in the same lots several times over the years. No doubt in my mind 
they are all connected to the Highwood, IL area. 
 
The following documents over 50 years of gambling, bootlegging, and catering to the US Army in 
Highwood, IL. As always in the Chicago area everything illegal comes back to Al Capone. <g>   
 
Enough of that: 
 
Illinois: 
 

WHC1att2 

 
I have had this ID for years, came thru Allan Meyers  from Howard H ertz .  
_____ 
No card for the HR on the left.  
The orange one is  
Mitchell Beaudin  
400 Waukegan Ave 
Highwood, IL  
900 orange, 400 red, 200 yellow, 9/30/37 100 green, 200 white -  11/23/37  
There is a good chance the white HR font was used on 2nd order, per Howard Hertz. 
 



Hertz could not find the 2nd HR order in the Mason records. The new owners of the Mason records spent 
some time looking for it. Still not found. To be fair there are over 22,000 Mason records and very hard to 
search, per them, due to Special Fonts category. IMO, Hertz is right on his assumption of the 2nd HR font. 
I need the orange HR font in the scan. Cough it up if you have a trader. <g> 
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My note: No doubt on the WHC. 
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The DL and the White House Club chips have also been found together for years. I am crediting the DL to 
Highwood, IL. This is the notation I make on a chip ID like this, ñIFFY. <g> 
 
Enter our ñFriend Of The Hobby.ò 
 
 
Got some stuff on the HR and WHC but couldnôt come up with anything that could hold water on the DL. 
 
 
For most of the first half of the 20th century Highwood, Illinois had a reputation as a tavern town. 
Highwood got this reputation primarily because it was a favorite recreation spot for soldiers from 
neighboring Fort Sheridan. In 1907 Highwood, population around 300, had 2 grocery stores, 
1 drugstore, 2 churches and 13 saloonsðthe US Army estimated that soldiers from Ft. Sheridan 
spent between $300,000-$400,000 in Highwood during that year. By WWII the population was 
around 3,700 with around 50 taverns. 
  
Hereôs a couple of snips from the Chicago Tribune describing Highwood: 
My note: 50 minute ride on EL from Chicago to reach Highwood. 
  
from 1989: 
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from 1982: 
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Hereôs a current aerial showing the borders of Highwood, Highland Park and Ft. Sheridan and the 
locations of the chip deliveries at 25 Clay, 400 Waukegan and 317 Waukegan.  Waukegan Ave. and 
Sheridan Rd. are the same street. 346 Waukegan will be mentioned below. The White House Club was 
on Route 22, also known as Half Day Roadðthe road begins just to the left of the edge of the photo. 
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About 8 months after Mitchell Beaudinôs Nov.1937 HR chip order, his place is raided.  The chip delivery 
address was 400 Waukegan but the raid took place at 346 Waukeganðthe locations were next door to 
each other. Beaudin was a native of Highland Park and died there in 1959 at age 65 (his father a native of 
France). The article spells his French surname like it sounds: Bowden. 
  
Chicago Tribuneð10july1938: 
My note: 100 private citizens raid the joints and make citizens arrests. 
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Not surprisingly, the actions of the leader of these raids, Claude Warner, were not appreciated 
by everybodyðincluding Mitchell Beaudinôs younger brother Ambrose. 
  
Chicago Tribuneð23July1938: 
My note: Casino operators strike back at the reform raiders. <g>  
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