The “Strip,” Highway 41, running from Henderson, Kentucky to Evansville, Indiana was a cluster of illegal
gambling joints for years. There are a number of the “Strip’ clubs and their chips documented in our
hobby. They ran relatively free from police intervention. I am guessing it was due mainly from paying off
several different police jurisdictions. City, county, and state police had a hard time figuring out which
one should go after them. <g>
The end result was Estes Kefauver scared the crap out of them. <g> In effect many just closed, on their
own.
Kefauver not good for business:
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“It’s that _____________________ Kefauver.”

I wonder what the _______________ word was? <g> Anyone care to take a guess? No prize if you get it
right. <g>

Enough of that:
Kentucky:

William “Bill” Benjamin Walker
Walkers Tavern
Club 101
The Commando/Commando Club, Little Commando
Highway 41
Henderson< Ky
Chips delivered 1945 through 1950

chip16519 att2

WBW
I have the orange and the green 50¢ chips. I also have a black 50¢. Card says black is $50. My black chip
must be a mistake in the production or a mistake on the record card.

WBW2
There are also $5.00 harp molds. Does anyone have one of them? I need one.
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I need one of these if anyone has a trader or one to sell.

Geeez another one I need! Anyone have a trader?
“The Commando” chips sent to Clarence Henry Fambrough. His connection is described below.
Enter our Friend Of the Hobby:
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Clarence Henry Fambrough, born KY 1905; supposedly built the Commando in the 1940’s; sold it to
Walker in 1950; moved to Long Beach, CA in the 50’s and died there in 1969.
Look forward to hearing what you find out from the son.
William “Bill” Benjamin Walker, a Kentucky native, died Henderson, KY 1979 age 74. Walker was also
associated with the Club Commando in Henderson which he supposedly purchased in 1950.
A son of Walker’s still living in Henderson, age 78 (Tulane educated lawyer):
My note: I talked to Ulvester and Marianne Walker. Nice people and thrilled I had found the Walker’s
Tavern chips. Ulvester has dice from several of the “Strip” clubs but no chips. He will try to scan the dice
for me. If so I will post an update to this post. I sent them a link to many of the “Illegal Of The Day’ posts.

Enter Marianne and Ulvester: Son and daughter in law of William Walker.
Gene,
Thank you for calling us. We enjoyed talking with you.
Ulvester read many of the articles, but I did not have much time to do so this
evening. Both of us look forward to reading more, and, of course, we are very
interested in the one you are writing about Ulvester's dad's places. You have an
interesting and unusual hobby.
We look forward to hearing from you again soon.
All good wishes,
Marianne and Ulvester
Gene,
(1) The name (on The Commando Card) is probably Clarence Fambrough--there
was such a person.
(2) Walker's Tavern and Club 101 were in the same location. It was originally
Walker's Tavern. My father apparently decided to incorporate the business as Club
101 in the late "40's" (for liability reasons I suppose). The Commando was in a
different location. Walker's was located on the strip approximately 2 blocks north of
the City limits between 14th street and Herron Avenue where a car wash presently
exists. The Commando Club was located approximately 1/2 a mile further north on
the strip closer to Evansville. Both were on Highway 41 and were a part of the
strip. You should be aware the Kasey Klub was not located on the strip. It was on
highway 41 but it was south of the City of Henderson approximately 2 miles. The
strip was the area between the North city limits (Of Henderson) and Evansville, IN.
Hope this helps.
Ulvester
My note: The Kasey Club will be featured in another “Illegal Of The Day” post.

In past “Illegal Of The Day” posts we have seen a number of ways local thugs have
tried to extort money from illegal club operators. The Shelton gang in southern
Illinois is the first one that comes to my mind. But I don’t remember them resorting
to dynamite. <g>

Kentucky New Era—8april1949:
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Another Taylor customer:

WBW3att2
This info came from the Taylor Company customer list that was compiled for the Kefauver Commission
subpoena. I searched the Taylor chip records for any combination of initials that matched the Rite Quick
Café or Tom Behan’s name. Came up with nada. My guess is they bought dice from Taylor.
Kentucky New Era—14april1949:
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16 year old school girl involved. <g>
Logansport Pharos—8march1951 (sore loser with a good lawyer):
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We have seen this type of law suit before. Geez. I’ve been gambling for 50 years and never blamed
anyone but myself for losses. <g>
Kentucky New Era—24april1952 (the “but officer, we’re playing bridge” excuse again; “porker chips”
found; Robert West mentioned is Walker’s son-in-law)
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Anyone have any of those “PORKER” chips describe above. <g>
They should have claimed they were playing Tonk instead of bridge. Troopers might have believed them.
<g> Tonk used to be a “big” gambling card game in KY/IN/OH/ TN in the 1950’ -70’s. I used to be a pretty
good Tonk player. <g>
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Kentucky New Era—9june1952:
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And finally the “END” comes, as all good gig’s do, “The Era Of The Illegals” came to a screeching halt in
the early 1950’s. The Estes Kefauver hearings were devastating on the illegals in most states.
Except for the Lookout House, Covington/Newport, KY avoided the Kefauver commission sweeping shut
down of the illegals. Moe Dalitz’s deal with the commission to give up the Lookout in exchange for them
staying out of N KY, gave Newport illegals 10 more years of operation. I know of no other such deal.

