These are my first ivory chips. Just having them was not enough. <g> If there was a story, |
wanted it. The box they came in was made prior to 1876. In my opinion that makes the chips
date prior to 1876. If | am wrong | feel certain one of our ivory chip collectors will post into this
thread.

To be fair, there was some info in our Club magazine back in 2003 about the G Ivory chip find. |
was told the info in the story came 2" hand from the original chip seller. Good story but, very
little of it could be verified except for the name the G stands for, city, and time line.

Enough of that:
St Louis, Missouri:
Email from an old friend not heard from in several years:

GENE, | get so much enjoyment reading your FANTASTIC articles on illegals that you post on the
bulletin board..... It's high time that Isasy THANK YO U!

My scan (20 chips) shows you some UFC chips that | have come to have since | sent you a chip
care package several years ago. | don't do much buying anymore like | used to.... It would be my
pleasure to send these chips to you if you don't mind receiving them. Please send me your
mailing address and | will get them off to you.

One of the IVORY CHIPS has YOUR NUMBER on it.
| want you to have it since you are the number 1 illegal chip historian of all time.....
You know, ALL the ivory chips were ILLEGALS !!!! Carry it in your pocket and rub it for luck. <g>

My note: Well, that carry it for luck stuff did not work the 1* time | carried it. A poker machine
beat my brains out! <g>

My note: Actually ivory chips were illegals, privately owned sets or quasi-legal. A good
percentage of the 1880s-1900s moguls owned ivory sets. These were not illegals. Rich people
had ivory sets made for their private use. In my opinion the G ivory chips are a rich guys home
game set. The only thing illegal about them is, it is illegal to sell them on EBAY. <g>
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Per the original seller the G ivory belonged to Heinrich Gerhardt, Gearhart, Gearhardt from St
Louis, MO? Don't know how his name is spelled ... | didn't write it down.. Have to write
everything down that | want to remember.... but then | won't remember where | put the paper
| wrote on.

My Note: Me too! <g>

"G" chips were bought back in 2003. You got my only dupe... | just bought it back in Dec 2011
from a guy | had sold it to in 2004.....

Here are scans of the box they came in.




G IvoryBB3att2

-5
e e

g 98 ELN ST _NEV-YORL - 9

N e -

G Ivory BB4,1att2

One of each chip in the 2003 find. All are Ivory chips.



Enter our “Friend Of The Hobby.”

There was a very wealthy, prominent and influential St. Louis family in the latter half of the 19th century
named Gerhart which might be where the chips came from—more on them below.

The guy who made the box, George W. Williams (1810-1887), was in business at 98 EIm St, New York
City from 1849 until 1876.

My Note: The G chip made earlier than 1876 is by far the oldest chip in my collection. <g>

Here’s some ads:

1859--



BOX MIXER,

98 ELM STREET, CORNER OF WALKER,
NEW YORK.

repaired ; all kinds of Faro Tables made and sent to sny part; Painted
A Layout Cloths on hand; Card Seissors, Cribbage Boards, and Check
B Holders. :

GEORGE W. WILLIAMS,

Cue Keepers, Card and Back Gammon Boxes; Roulettes made and |

1872--

GEORGE W. WILLIAMS,

Dealer in all kinds of

A Gaming

‘..‘_..
%) Implements
98 ELM STRFED.

Rounlette Wheels of al)
.f's‘nzos. Faro ‘and Poker
Pables, D-aling and Quo
Boxes, Faro Layouts,
S.’ Cia &:(Z. ;
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1874--

o GAMING IMPLEMENTS.

GEORGE W. W

LAY-OUT CLOTHS ON HAND;
DEALING BOXES, CRIBBA

GAMMON Bogxzs, Cum

ILLIAMS,

98 Elm, cor. Walker, 8t. N. Y,,

, y GAMING IMPLEMENTS,

ROULETTES, FARO TABLES, POKER TABLES, PAINTED |

CARD SCISSORS, Axp
BOARDS, CHECK

HoLpErs, CUE KEEPERS, CARD AND BACEK-

PAPERS, &cC.

ALL KINDS OF FARO TABLES MADE AND SENT TO ANY PART.

'
4

A few more boxes and other things made by Williams:
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card cutters (top & bottom):
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roulette wheel:
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At the time Williams was making his “gaming implements” in New York there was a wealthy and influential
Gerhart family in St. Louis who may have been the source of the chips. I'm including this info because It
may have something to do with the Heinrich Gerhardt reference made by your friend—who knows??

It's the closest thing | could find.

The patriarch of this family was Peter G. Gerhart (1830-1904). In the early 1860’s he became involved in
the liquor trade in St. Louis and presumably would have been intimately acquainted with the saloon

culture of the city and perhaps with gambling. Gerhart worked in the liquor business until the early 1880’s
when his real estate investments were making him so much money he could retire from booze. Here’s an

ad from 1865:



P. G. GERHART & (O,

@@nes & L1quors

ALWAYS ON HAND,

Pare Old Bourbon and Rye Whiskies.
Also, Manufacturers of

Domestic Liquors and Double Rectifled
Whiskies.
NO. 15 N. SECOND STREET,

Between Market and Chesnut, ST. LOUIS, MO.
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Gerhart’s fathers’ name was Heinrich and he had a son Heinrich. His father died in the late 1870’s in St
Louis and his son, an MD, died in 1902, age 30.

In his later years Gerhart spent his winters in San Diego, CA where he died in 1904:



LAST MEMBER OF ORIGINAL PARK

BOARD

DIED IN CALIFORNIA,

Peter (i. Gerhart, a Resident of

St. Louis for Sixty-Five Years,
Was Prominent Real
Estate Man.

News of the death of Peter G, Gerhart,
a ploneer resident of St Louls, was re-
celved from San Diego, Cal,, by his rel-
atives yesterday. Mr. Gerhart died at
11:45 o'clock yesterday moruing.

Frank H. Gerhart, one of the sons,
started for San Diego soon after the mes-
sage was received, 1o accompany the hody
to St. Louls, The funeral will take place
from the family residence at No, il
Washington boulevard.

Mr. Gerhart wae 75 years old and had
Hyved In St Louls for more than 5 years,
He was born In Alsace-Lorralne, and
came to America with his parents when
he was nine years old, residing first In
Baltimore.

He ecame to St. Louis In the early fif-
ties and engaged In the wholesale distil-
ling business, On July 5, INS, he married
Octavia A. Flandrin, a daughter of Fran-
cis Flandrin, whose father, Antoine Flan-
drin, a native of Bordeaux, France, fought

in the Revolutionary War, under General
Lafayette,

In 1850 Mr. Gerhart established the real
estate firm of P G, Gerhart & Co., three
of his sons being assoclated with him. He
was one of the original directors of the
Board of Park Commissioners that bullt
the chain of parks, Including Forest,
O'Fallon and Carondelet parks, and he
was the last surviving director of that

[ ] o

As o member of the Clty Cqguncil has was

L e S S S )

PETER G. GERHART,
Ploneer citizen of St. Louls, who dled at
San Diego, Cal., yesterday.

system and other large public enterprises.

Since the death of his wife, on Fehru-
ary s, 191, Mr. Gerhart had Hved in San
Dezo, having retired from active husiness
in 180, Five sons survive—Frank H. Ger-
hart, president, and Charles R Gerhart,

Company: Thomas S., H. Van and George

active In bullding the Mill Creck sewer J Gerhart,

viee president of the Gerhart Renl Fstate ;
i
]

Here’s a much longer and detailed bio from 1921:

G IvoryBB15att2



PETER G. GERHART,

The success which Peter G, Gerhart attalned would alone entitle him to meation
as one of the eminent men of 8t. Louls, but ln citizenship as well he did that whick
causes his name to be honored, for his labors were a (actor In promoting municipal
progress in many ways. The real upbullders of a ouy are not those who handle the
rolns of government, but who give their
and who found, promote and control b Laudable ambli-
tion, ready adaptabdility and a capacity for hard work aro essential elements of suc-
cess, and o none of these elements was Peter G. Gerbart ever found lacking. It
not a matter of marvel, theref, that he 0 among
the builders of 8t. Louls and the promoters of progress nd development in various
wections of the country. The eminence to which he attalned was also dun to the
fact that he had the ability to monlu the o”ou-u moment and to appralse cor-
rectly the value of a and & In the eartier
years of his hood he was with e and
::l later became kuown as one of the most extensive real estate operators ol 8t

uls,

Peter G. Gerbart came to this city when ten years of age from Baltimore, Mary-
land, in company with his parents, Henry J. and Catharine (Hoebre) Gerhart. wha
were patives of Strassburg, France. Hls paternal grandfather, also a native of that
country, served as a soldler under the great Napoleon. The year 1830 witnessed
the arrival of Henry J, Gerbart in the new world. He landed at Baltimore where
he resided for ten years, and In 1§40 came to 5t. Louls. He had received a military
education In his pative country and was also & mduh of nodleln, but nnf
practiced that profession for he found
congenial. For a time he uddod at Ilvllcvmc. Illlulm ul 1 m um that m
G. Gerhart acquired a good En and also
under the direction of his father. His growing ambition and enterprise, however,
folt hampered by the limited business (nterests of Belleville and he came to St. Louls,
A lov years later ho went to Glasgow, Missouri, where he conducted = stove snd

the of the enterprise being Indicated by the fact that
he also nuhlhh-d & braoch house at e, years later he
wold out at & good proft and agaln woanuAMollSl Louls, purchasing an
Interest In the steam cooperage establishment of Comnor & Company, sfterward
merged isto what lu now the Brown Cooperage Company. His sound judgment
and business ability proved elements In the success of his undertaking and Mr, Oer-
hart alded In bl it upon = | basia ere he withdrew to take
charge of his father's tin and copper roofing business, Noting the growth of the
city, ho made Investmonts in real estal opportunity offered, and his snccess
proved that was a sagaclous operator | Is feld of enterprise.

Not long after the outbreak of the Civil war Peter G. Gerbart formed a part-
morship with John Pina for the of a wholesals liquor basl and the rectify-
Ing of wpirits, When he sold out to his partiner five or aix years later he purchased
& property at No. 213-217 Locust sireat, whore ho sugaged in rectifying spirits in
partoership with Henry W. Dionialus, who was afterward succoeded by Captain
M. C. Esby, who was associated with Mr. Gerhart for three or four years. The latter
then b sole of the busl the of his partoer's
interest and continued alone in the trade until llll. whea he growth of his real
eatate Interests led him to retire from the manufacturing fleld that be might give
his undivided atteation to the control of his property n‘ o farther Investment.

He admitted his sons Frank H. and Charles B. to a
ful as & resl sstate operator, he and the younger members of the firm, who mmud
& large ahare of his energy and busi nbility, many on!

importance and took & prominent place among those most largely laterested In lt
Louts realty. The same of Cerhart became a synoaym for extensive operations in
city property and when the firm was well established In a foremost place in the

summer home in St. Louls and & winter residence in southern Californis, where be
was enabdled to surround himself and family with the various Juxuries that a com-
petence could secure and good taste sanction,

The efforts of Mr. Gerhart were not only the source of individual prosparity,
but coostituted a most helplful element in the clty's growth and advancement. He
much to make St. Louls the which be gave to
many movemoents for making the city a great center of trade and commerce. From
1866 until 1868 ke was & member of the city council of St. Louls, and exerted his
official prerogatives in support of many plans and measures which have been
extramely beneficial to the city at large. He endorsed the plan for the construction
f a city sewer system, beginning with the MIll creck, Rocky branch and Carondelet
the ly'lo-lcmunllcw to the city councll, whore he cham-
plan of paving the city streets with vitriled brick, since demonstrated
-m excellent paving material. He was a member of the school board,
od tion found (n bim & stalwart champlon whose labors were at

aod progressive. Perhaps no alngle feature of his public work will
remain a8 a lasting mooument to his memory more than his labors for the establiah.
ment of Forest Park. In connection with Meesrs, LeMogwell and McKinley he
originated this enterprise and assisted In securing the passage of the bill nro-n
ure which made p lon for the sod
one of the finest parks In all America. He also acted for some u--
f the park board. Hix early political allegiance was glvea to the
on its dl-ol-uo- ho joined the rnh of the democracy, remaining
la ita His fatth
Mleehu\:hudlc'ulnnwummkudou

i of Peter G, and Miss Octavis A, Flao-
ter of Francis Flandrin, whose wife was a Miss Chartrand,
of 'ﬂuh families of the Misslssippl valley. Mr. Flandrin
Louls in 1796, a son ot A.lolu Flandrin, a pative ot Bordeaux,

cam: rica with 4t the time of the Rovolu-
war and fought through the war of m Kevolution. Soon after America's
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Mrs, Gerhart, of whom four are living, Frank H., Charles B., Thomas Slovin and
Qeorge J., all prominent wuum of the real estato business of St Louls.
Heury V., who was & phy died tn ber, 1904, aged thirty-two

Such in briet fa the life history of Feter G. Gerhart, who departed this lte
M‘u”.ll“. mmumm-oxmux--mmnnmu

i

usual for an in from an to one of marked prom-
{aeace that the ders It & on the
such a course always K d lon and | . Such was the life monl

of Mr. Gerhart and there was not a single esoteric phase in his career, his life over
being an open hook. Diligent in business, he was also loyal in citizeaship and faith-
ful In fricodship. while In bis home he was & dovoted husband and father.
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POG, sk

Special thanks to my friend. Mainly for being a friend and secondly for my 1* Ivory chips.
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| will try that “carry it for luck,” one more time. <g>

The friends we make in our “Club” are what it is all about. To my many other friends, thank you for
reading.

| asked Rich Hanover one of our best known ivory chip collectors this question.

Do we know who carved the ivory chips? His reply below.



Nobody knows who carved any ivory chips (except Joe Bob Winstead in Georgia who has cranked out
many chips over the last 4 or 5 years!!!!).

| believe Dale Seymour may have pointed out some addresses in downtown NYC --- sort of an ivory row
of shops. | don't believe there was a particular "artist". The "artist" was the guy that drew the design on
paper. | assume the design was then "painted" onto an ivory blank (like Michaelangelo did with the Sistine
Chapel). The "painted” blanks were then given to 3 or 4 guys sitting at their stool and lathe to carve the
design into the blank. That is why, in my opinion, in one rack of chips there may be 3 or 4 different codes.
In reality it was one order with 3 or 4 people each carving a portion of the order. Each carver may have
had his own style of carving. Dale would assign 3 or 4 different codes when, in reality, it was all the same
order only carved by different people.



