Mike Vuolo got the FEB'’s on ebay for us last week. | just got mine from him Friday at the Super Show in
Las Vegas. Thanks to “Friend Of The Hobby No 2” | got the ID on them before the chips arrived. As soon
as | saw the ID, | had a good feeling about it. Not sure why, just one of those hunches everyone gets on
occasion. <g>

Enter “Friend Of The Hobby No 2”

J.A. Rampanelli

111 E. Market Street
Akron Ohio.
12/19/32

There was no club name on the Mason Card, only a name, address and date. On second thought, | might
be in dire jeopardy of having a bad hunch. <g> My second thought was, they might be home game chips.

I sent the ID to “Friend Of The Hobby No 1. | also got the research back before | got the chips. As you will
read | was not disappointed, my hunch was correct. <g>

Enough of that:

Ohio:

Enter “Friend Of The Hobby No 1”
J.A. Rampanelli

Far East Billiards

111 E. Market Street

Akron Ohio.
12/19/32
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John Anthony “Jack” Rampanelli around 1909 started operating cigar stores and billiard halls
in his native Akron and did so until his death in 1947 at age 68.

He opened Far East Billiards around 1928-29 and operated it until around 1936. It was located

at 127 South Main. The chips were delivered in 1932 to 111 E. Market St. In 1932 Rampanelli
was operating a second billiard hall called Portage Billiard Academy (there were over 140 billiard
halls in Akron at the time, pop. over 250,000). In 1932 Portage was located at 115 E. Market St.,
but in 1928-29 when FEB opened, Portage was located at 111 E. Market St. A theory: Rampanelli



ordered FEB chips when FEB was about to open in 1928-29, had them delivered to Portage Billiard
Academy at 111 and when he re-ordered in 1932 they didn’t update his address to 115.

My note: (there were over 140 billiard halls in Akron at the time, pop. over 250,000). Although | never
made it to Akron, back in the 1960’s Akron was talked about in Newport, KY billiard halls as the “place” to
play if you were a serious pool shooter.

My note: We firmly believe there is a 2™ FEB Mason Card somewhere. There are roughly 13,000 record
cards in binders. They are photo copies of the original cards. Only 1 FEB could be found. From
experience | know some are out of order as | have about 30 hubs that no card could be found. Hopefully
they will be digitalized soon and proper searches can be done.

In addition to billiards, FEB offered cigars and business men’s lunches. FEB was raided in March
and August 1935 and October 1936. The structure which housed the address no longer exists.
FEB was located in the heart of downtown Akron.

Here’s a couple of pics which show the street scene where FEB was located.

Pic from around 1928-29; FEB located directly across the street from the round neon sign in the lower left
that says “Kay” :
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Pic from the 1930’s-40’s; point of view is looking north from almost directly in front of where FEB was
located:



New York Times—25march1917; Rampanelli was operating the Great Northern Billiard Parlor at the time:

ALLEN TO MEET TABERSKI.

WIII Try to Wrench Pocket Blililards
Title from Holder.

Akron, Ohlo, a city which had & popu-
lation of 69,000 when tho last censua
was taken, outbld New York for the
hext champlonship contest at continuous
pocket billiards, the contestants in which
will be Frank Taberski of Schenectady,
tho champlon, and Benjamin Allen of
Kansas City, Mo., challenger. John T.
Doyle of this ¢clty made an offer of $G00
for the match. Rampanelll & Austgen
of Akron bid $700, and the gamse will be
played in that city Aprii 11, 12, gnd 13.
Under the rules Taberski could not have
named any other than his home city
without the consent of Allen and the

Brunswick - Balke - Collender Company,
which he obtained.
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This champion was way before my time. <g> Maybe Andy Hughes has heard of him. Interesting that
Rampanelli was able to outbid New York for the game.

20sept1932; another law suit:

['FIND MISSING
TOWN OFFICIAL

Wandering Stecets of Pittsburgh in
Coma; Village Council Fleels
Snecessor -

[ ARRON, Sept. 30, {%—dvehie 7T,
Ingetton, 42, Pendnsula village trens-
ker, missing sinee Salurday is al a
CPittsburgh hospltal, wheré he was
taken after Leing {ound waticleriug
the stieels in & coma, according to
word 1egeived by Dhls parculs today.

NMr. and Mrs. Feank Ingerton, the H
pavents, left at ouce for Pitisbugl
by aute after receiving a call from
dMerey hospital there. Earlier in the
day they had reecived a enrd from
their son malled at Wheeling, W, Va,,
wideh said "I am Liying to {ind my
way home.”

Abandonivg his cxr severpl nules
from his home, lugerion disappeared
on the same day he had filed suiti
agnnst John A, Rampanelli for §1.- |
619 Jost in baseball gambling peols |
atlegedly conducted at the latter's:
-|.-\kron paoiroom,

I In the car was a “Goodbye” nole
]to his pavents, who pointed out rhat
i had brooded over financlal loses
;aud over the death last Mareh of
his flancee, Miss Heletr Harpham, of |
| Akron. ang expressed confidence (hat
e NRd merely "“wandered off some-
where,”

L. L. Boodey last night was ap-
pointed ta succeed Ingerton as Pen- i ]
insule.  villnge treasurer after ithe !
council finance committee had re-
ported Iugerion's accounts in excell-
ent conditicn,

- -
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My note: Another sore loser suing the winner. <g> Interesting he was a City Treasurer and his books
were in order. <g>
Cleveland Plain Dealer—7july1942; at the time Rampanelli was operating the Sportsman’s Cigar Store:

NAB 10N AKRON
GAMBLING RAIDS

Pollce Vice Squad Members
Make Swoops on Dens

g e

e ~“

E G550

'P'hln
+Akron Savings & Loan. ﬁldz.

AKRON, 0., July 6—Ten reputed-
ly “biggest” gambling operators in
this wide open war production
boom town were arrested here to-
night in quick, secret raids en-
gineered by Police Lieut. James
'|Mallen and members of his anti-
vice squad.

The men were charged with per-
|mitting gambling and were ve-
lcascd on $500 bond cach. They
will appear in Municipal Court to-
.|morrow morning.

‘The arrests apparently were an
answer to demands by municipal
judges, leaders.of the Akron Clvic
Jdstice Association and others who
have been. clamoring for the seiz-
Jure of the “big shot” gamblers in-
i|stead of their, “iwo-bit stooges."

Four of “Best Known"”

Among the most widely known of
the 10 brought in were (as listed
on police records) Edward J.
‘| (Eddie). Shippacasse, 48, of 566
'|Crosby Street, operator of the Pick-
wick Club at 127 S, Howacd Su':el.
James T. Dunn, 46, of 814 Princeton
|Street, said to be the owner of
|Dunn’s 44 at 44 E. Market Street;
Curtis Raleigh, 83, of 576 Dorchester
Road, who operates the R, & L.
at 1167% E. Market Street, and
Toney Masino, 46, of 47% E. Mill
Street, operating at 85% S. Main|
Street.

Although all have been known
in. gambling circles here for years,
it was’ believed that this -was the
|irst, fime that any of them had

ever been arrestul on gambling
chnrgs. P!

Others
gambling and addresss as hsted by

police wert
&gmmn axovcox-m:ne. 6. of
WILLIAM A TEE, of 13 S. Main

§; Jain Street.
pe P R
E“ SPIZZIL! T 0r T5 Wosd-
ock Road.” ope nsnzz.v.amn
'.-"-r. V. SRAY. :l&“,ox& 50 -
SRR LS s e S
operating at 1! Shnlnn A\'cnuc
Calls for Citizens' Aid

‘“Now that most of the city's “big
name"” gamblers have been arrested,
I hope members of the Akron Civic
Justice Association and other civie-
spivited citizens who have been
talking about going to the grand
jury on the gambling situation will
come forward with their evidence
so these men can be properly
prosecuted,™~Mallen sald,

The association last week offered
to provide Mallen with S0 men to
help him “clean up” the city.

The big lieuteoant, who ascveral
years ago was known as the “one
man vice squad,” when, alone, he
jcarried on anti-vice raids, said that
he worked on angles for tonight's
raids for some time,

Mayor George J. Harter, who
{named Mallen to his present post
“bout two months ago, said that he
- 4new nothing of the raids.

“It just bears out my contention
that we have a pretty good police
force,” Harter said.
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The top 10 bookies in Akron arrested for the 1° time in 1942. Rampanelli was one of them. Where were

the cops as early as 19097 <g> Where were they in 1932 when the City Treasurer sued Rampanelli for
gambling losses? <g>

| think we can safely assume Akron had the same pattern of police corruption as most other cluster of
illegals had over the years. | also feel certain we will eventually find chips from some of the other 9
addresses listed in the above article.

| just had to show off my new trinket! <g>
It was a gift from our “Friend Of The Hobby No 2,” mentioned above. Without him our “Friend Of The

Hobby No1” would not have the beginnings of the information needed for research on many “lllegal Of the
Day” posts.

| saw it on ebay but was way too cheap to bid on it.
| reckon I got the gift for aggravating him all the time. <g>
Thank you friend.




