Ok, it is a bi metal token not a chip! So, sue me! <g>
| received a bunch of Texas illegals from Weston Charles. In the lot was a $3.50 token with "Evans Bang
Tails" and "Winter Book" on it. They are numbered and they are larger than a US 25¢ piece.
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If it came out of Texas, | wanted to know the where and why of it. | sent the scan to Ed Hertel.

Here is what Ed says about it.

You could pick the tokens up with no problem at an antique store in Galveston called the Peanut Butter
Warehouse. The place was wrecked by the same hurricane that finished the Balinese Room and never
reopened. They advertised them as "Galveston Gambling Tokens" but went no further with the
description. Ed

Ok the next step is our "Friend of the hobby."

The token appears to have been used for payout in an electronic coin operated gaming device made by
H.C. Evans. Based on the newspaper article below, Galveston must have had a lot of these tokens
around.

My note: H.C. Evans, Chicago, IL was one of the oldest gaming supply companies in the US. They sold a
lot of chips including the "C" mold. Robert Eisenstadt has H.C. Evans circa 1900-1930's, on his site.

couple of ads from the 1940’s--



NEW—SENSATIONAL
EVANS’

BANG TAILS---WINTER BOOK

Ancther wre-firn comtolo By Tvams! Wiy bo satlsfied with singlc.coin ploy when you
can have T-coln play en Bvars' BANG TAILS—WINTER BOOK? Made with the same
retincments and preciion enginecring as Calleping Comines and Buang Talls, plus the
mew xeraaticaal feature of WINTIR BOOK ODDS! Odds range from 10 to 1 fo 500
for 1, with only a SINCLE colr played. NO BUILD-UP ntcessary foe o chance 2t theso
scnsational odda!  “Ask the man wha operatos ene,' or better ye!, add BANC TAILS—
WINTER BOOKS to your route far grostor peofits!  Availabde i cither 5S¢ o 25¢ play.
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EVANS LEADS

Frequenmt Replay awards are fn-
geniously shown by means of a
periscope projector, flashing the
number of Replays in full view at
all times!

Machines are fully metered for
both Replays and Jackpot. Accu-
mulated Replays can be either
played off, with as many as 7 at
one time, or cancelled by the loca-
tion owner, Meter registers all

THE FIELD AGAIN WITH
NEW BANG TAILS AND GALLOPING DOMINOS
IN SENSATIONAL REPLAY MODELS

casily and quickly convertible to Automatic Award!

eancelled Reploys.

BANG TAILS—
WINTER BOOK

Another syrc-fire esmsole by Tvans!
Why be satiafied with sisgle-coin
play when you can have T«coin oh;
on Evans' BANG TAILS—WINTE
POOK? Made with the same re-
tinements and prodision eegincering
a3 Calloping Deminos ané Bang Talls,
plus the mew aemsathinal feature of
WINTER 200K ODDS! Odds rmge
from 10 for 1 to SOD fae 1, with anly
» SINCLE ¢oin pliyed. NO BUILD.
UP necessary for 2 chante at these
seasatisonl addst YAk the min who
operatos ema'’, or betler yet, 2dd
BANG TAILS—~WINTER EQOKS t
your roste for ;nu« rofns! Avall-
able in cither 5¢ or 25¢ play.

Now Galloping Dominos made! with same

ordor for carly devery!

15201530 W. Adams St

EVANS’ NEW SENSATIONAL

ONE ROLL-HI

Bang Yails—Wister Book. Now im prodaction! Rush your

ORDER DIRECT OR FROM YOUR DISTRIBUTOR TODAY !

II. C. EVANS & CO0.

Bang Tails and Galloping Dominos
available in  straight
Automatic Award payout, with or
without Jaekpot, and Check Sepa-
rator models. Speeifly Se or 25¢
play.

are also

Resale or tradedin value is quickly
recognized in Evans' Convertible
models. Enjoy the profits you de-
serve « « » operate machines to suit
your specinl requirements!

hgh awards =

Chicago 7, JIL.
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Texas Rangers confiscated 106 of these machines in a raid of a warehouse in Galveston in September
1951.



Court Gets
First Slots
Case Today

Whether the ax is to swing and
destroy some $83.000 worth of
equipment which was seized by
the Texas Rangers on Sept. 13 at
Wiley & Nichois Co.,, warehouse
will be decided at 2 p.m. Thurs-
day.

The company, represented by
Attorney Frank B. Nussbeum,
will attempt to convince Justice
of the Peace James L. McKenna
that the equipment should not be
clazsed slot machines.

This is the firat such case to be
heard in Galveston courts since
the anti-slot legislation became law
Sept. 7.

Under the law the possession or
storing of slot maeachines carries
a felony offense punishable with
a $4000 fine and up to four years
imprisonment in the penitentiary.

But the entire case, in this in-
1stance, lles in the technical de-
finition of what constitutes a slot
-machine. . What the Rangers ap-
' parently seized on the ratd was 106
'consolea or cases with all the
jmechanism or pay-off devices re-
moved from the electrical horse
racing slot machines.

A= the case appears on the
docket it is not against either the
storage company or the owners
but =ngeinst “108 electrical horse
racing slot machinexs.”

Wednesday night it could not be
learned whether the owmnera of
| said property, Leone Attanasio, the
‘H. C. Evans Company of Chicago
‘or the M. & J. Music Company,
iwould be on hand to add their
;argument against the destruction
;of their property.
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My note: If | am reading right the Texas Rangers took 106 machines in a raid without the inner pay off
mechanisms in them. Just the outer cases. They are arguing in court to destroy the outer cases. <g> The
owner is arguing they can't be slot machines without the inner mechanisms.

This is my first illegal Texas token.
We know Galveston had at least 106 of these machines and it would have taken a lot of tokens to
operate that many machines. I'm betting they had way more than 106 machines.

It is quite possible that the Evans Bang Tail machines were in other states and therefore the tokens.

Slot machines in what | call the "Era Of The Illegals" 1931-61 were in most states. The last ones | saw was
well after the "Era Of The lllegals" in 1964 or 65. They were at a pay fishing lake outside of Fort Thomas,
KY. My Granny had me take her fishing there when she was in her 90's. She spent more time on a 5¢ slot
than she did fishing. <g>



