| got the HOG chip from Mike Vuolo back in April of this year. The PDB chip came in a trade back in 2010.
| feel certain there is a connection but at this time | have no real proof. Below you will read my
“thoughts” at this time on the 2 chips and the connection. Elkhart Lake was a huge illegal gambling
operation at the time both chips were delivered. There is a lot of info about the Elkhart Lake joints on
the web.

Enough of that:

Wisconsin:
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Delivered to Elkhart Lake, WI
100 yellow-200 Blue-400 White
7/7/31

Rupert John “Happy” Denning, a Wisconsin native, died at Sheboygan in 1968 age 73.

pic of Denning from 1943:



Rupert Denning
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Denning was a well known sportsman and café/tavern operator in the Sheboygan area for many
decades. Unfortunately, | haven’t been able to determine what exactly he was doing at Elkhart Lake
when the chips were ordered in July 1931, but he was probably associated with one of the popular
summer resorts on the lake—many of which had big gambling operations.

In the early 1920’s Denning was associated with a place called the Calumet Inn, a popular night club and
speakeasy outside of Sheboygan. Ad from 1924:
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Calumet Inn

Calumet Drive — At City Limits
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Commencing tomorrow we will serve a Chicken Supper
every evening from 9 to 12 o’clock.
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Billy Marquardt’s Orchestra

Will render a musical program every evening ,starting at
% o'clock.
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About a year after the ad Denning became partners with Kelly Howell in the operation of a place outside
of Sheboygan called the “Red Feather.” In 1929 there’s a new sheriff in town and he raids this “notorious
house of ill fame”
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Notorious Dive
Ignored Notice;
Nine Pay $600

BY RPFCIAL CORNEAPONDENT OF THE IN1 ANAL

Sheboygan, Wis.—~The combined
forces of the sherilf’s and police de-
partments raided the notorious: Red
Feather roadhouse south of Shebov
Ran on Highway 141 Tuesday night
and arrested 9 persons,

The raid was directed by Sherif(
Louls C. Tasche, who asked for the
ald of police to augment his small
force ol deputies. The roadhousel
keepers, he said, were the first to
violate orders he issued immediately
after taking office In January that
women and gambling devices must
be cleaned out.

Kelly Howell and Rupert (Happv)
Denning, who have run the Red
Feather about four years, were
charged with operating a house of
il fame. They and three male In.
mates, Ernest Stetfen, Alex Lang
man and Otto Burr, were fined $75
each, The three Inmates are pro-
prietors of the Shell. a road'homol
south of the Red Feather. Four
women Inmates patd $50 each.

The $600 In [ines and costy was
the largest total ever collected In
Justice court here. Walter C. Meyer,
Justice of the peace, heard the cases.

The Red Feather has had an un.
savory reputation for a long Ume
It has been the scene of brawls and
shootings. The last sensational oc. |
currence there was last August when
a Green Bay man shot up the place |
trying to get his wife, whom he in
sisted was In one of the private,
rooms. !

Sherlff Tasche's regime so far has
not been subjected to the criticism
' heaped upon his predecessor, Paul
Schmidt, who was given an nm'
matum by the county board to clean
up resorts i the county. Slot ma.
chines and other gambling devices
are conspicuously absent from places .
in the county and women only re.
cently came 1n evidence a’gain,

The Tuesday night ratd on the Red
Feather, coupled with the fact that
prosecution was under the severe
“house of 11l fame" statute mmsterad of
the “disorderly house™” law with its

small penalties, Is expected to have
2 salutory effect in mamntaimning obe-
dicnce o the new sherit!’s orclers.




My Note: Let me think HMMMMMMMMMMMM.

Ok 9 people arrested for gambling devices and operating a house of ill repute. They paid a total of $600
in fines between them. The paper touts the fines were severe because they were arrested under “House
Of Il Fame” statute instead of “Disorderly House” statute. | guess the county would have owed the
arrestees if not for the more severe statute arrest. <g>

After the raid Howell re-opened the “Red Feather” as the “Casino.” Here’s a pic from 1929 when it was
the Casino (look-up roadhouse in the dictionary and you'll see this pic):
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Denning does not appear to have been associated with the “Casino” but rather moves into Sheboygan,
where by Dec.1929 he’s operating a place at 719 New York Avenue, next door to the Eagles Building. In
the early 1930’s

Denning would move his place into the Eagles Building where he would operate until around 1943 (in
1943 he bought the “Esquire Tavern” which he operated until 1950).

My note: Operated next door to The Eagles from early 1930 them moved into The Eagles through 1943.
HOG chips bought in July 1931. This is as close as we can come to putting the chips in use in one of
Denning’s joints. | am calling them “The Eagles” with an asterisk. <g>



Read on, our “Friend Of the Hobby” says almost the same thing.
HOG-*
The Eagles

R.J Demmings

719 New York Avenue
Sheboygan, W1

100 yellow-200 Blue-400 White

7/7/31

A couple of ads from 1939:



Stay At
The Eagle's

»

Visit the cocktail lounge, the bowling alleys or
“Happy's” tavern. They're all under one roof at
the Eagle Auditorium. You don’t have to step out
in the cold air at all. The most convenient spots to
go between halves or after the game. You'll find

excellent drinks, fine food and friends at “Happy’s”
and the Bowling Alleys.

Happy Denning’s Tavern
The Eagle Bowling Alleys

Eogle Building

HOGG6ALt2



Dine -« Dance

At

Happy Denning’s
| Cocktail Lounge

FEATURING

“Skip’’ Meyer

And His King’s Yeomen

DANCING EVERY NIGHT

Visit Luke Steimle at the Bowling Alleys

HOG7att2

When the chips were ordered in July 1931 Denning would have been operating The Eagles on New York
Avenue, so | guess it's possible that the chips could have also been used there. The chip delivery
address says they were sent to Denning at Elkhart Lake, which at the time was a very popular summer
resort (drawing a lot of people from Milwaukee and Chicago). Gambling was a very popular past-time
there. Here’s a map from 1936 which shows its location relative to Sheboygan and lists some of the
resorts which operated there (all were operating in 1931):
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| guess the “O” on the chip could be for Osthoff's—which definitely had gambling—but that’s a pure
guess. Osthoff’s is still there: http://www.osthoff.com/).

| highlighted Crystal Lake as well because in 1939 Denning and Kelly Howell, his old partner from the

“Red Feather,” began operating a place there called “Crystal Tavern.” Denning also had a summer home
on Crystal Lake. Here’s an ad from 1940:


http://www.osthoff.com/

Dine And Dance At
¢*I™ Crystal
\N

wﬁ Tavern

( Crystal Lake, Wis.
v\
4 L
[

Dancing Every Night Except Monday

{Dancing On Sundoy Afternoons)
DON HINTZ and His Orchestra

Wholesome Food
Quick Service . . .
Make Reservations

For Banquets With
Happy & Kelly
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Here’s an article from the Milwaukee Journal from August 20th 1933. The article gives a nice description
of what was going on at Elkhart Lake. | highlighted a paragraph which I thought was interesting. It says
that the gambling concessions at Elkhart Lake were controlled by a big-shot from Sheboygan who spends
his winters on the west coast. When | read this it reminded me of the PDB chip--which was sent to Peter
De Braal at Sheboygan in 1932—De Braal used to spend all his winters in the Los Angeles area. Maybe

the big-shot was De Braal???

My note: The paragraph he mentions is in first column marked with a grey brush mark.



The Dice Roll at Elkhart Lake;
Town Profits, So Nobody “Kicks’

“The wooded shores of Elkhart lake,
the throbbing of dance orehostras at
Schwartx's and al Pine Point on Sal.
urday nighta notwithstanding, must
bo pretty much ar they wero when
Indan chieltains mav have (raded
there, & contury or two ago, with
thetr wampum and their peits

Much water has sprung from (he
springs that feed the lake stnee then,
however,

wampum for cheking red. whate, biue,
mauve, green and golden chips The
wampum ix good old American cash,
usially in bilts of $10, 520 and $%0

wide open and handsome,

“What ean we do?” one uomlpm
prietor put it. *They write up trom
St Louts and Chicago and 1hoy ask,
‘How nbout It—will there be gam-
bhng there this summer? They
wouldn’t come if there waant  Yuh
ROLIA have 1.

Twe Casinos Runnlng

And 30 they have it. There are (wo
nos. might cach other,
A third, across (he, lake. was not

2

expresaion
N | conrse there 1a1°

Irom Chirago and cisewhere hawe
ined (o hom In on the gambling st
Elkhart Iake. They set up their ron

Ietie tables. their chuck a fAmes,
Ihelr erap (ables, but (hey don { last
long. Presumabdly the big shot from
Shebovean, or his agenls, put n A
compinint . The shentl acls, all
1 for a wrek or lews, and then the
~Dost™ re opens, his would

be competitors vanquished.

Gambing?® OF Course
You arvive  say. on & Saturday

night, the bix nighl, since all the | ¥

week enders, as well ax the vacalion
ora. are present  You say (0 the boy
who ernes yous lugeace upstates:

“I hear there's some good gRAMbUNR | numbers
"[romg on around here?™

He looks
Al you n little pityingly AL your
naivele, and he savs “Yeat™ while hix

says “Whatla hell! Of

Somewhat abashed, sou st pat
i "Any lrouble

Thia Ume he comes righl ont with
it ~Of course not *

opened this the
prictor of the hotel figured, -'f-’:
with the depression and sll, business

Waan't golng 1o be very rushing. Hell
not make the same mistake
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A parmenlnrty bad run of lock (hey
may put “mama™ in the chatr Lo so¢
what she enn do
Chips Mell Away

As for you, you [eel lLike pretly
much of & piker when you lay oul
“f™ and ask for Nee bucks' worth of
chipe.  They're 2oon gone, and you

*| 80 on 10 the next apparatine,

1t s chuek a luek, and chick » luck
os plaved nl Elhart ke oflers A re-
finenent on (he game ns tsually
piaved with three dice In n coge. All
he possible combinations of (hree
dice are on & gIant revolving whoel
of fortnune,

You lay oul & quarter on one of 1he
and the wheel, the mirror
of 1t huge multl potnted star staring
YOI In the face. Is st & spinning. You
ST e e
quarters, then v

choas another number,
The operator bemoans the fact that
Quarters and even dimes are belng
plaved where doliar bills were the

nre
you and you shoot “Little
Seven fellows and the dice
KO on ta 1the next man.
On hix spurt of lurk you run your
$10 up 10 325 nnd then, as quickly,
you loae i all.
Someone gayx 10 the man next Lo
'3: “How're llm‘aovhu.oun“
And you glancoe up at him quickly
And unbelevingly. A man named
Olson”™ s a rarnity in this place.
Your “wad® gone, you sand back
A bt and watch (ho facial expres
Nons about you, Those of the josers

are relaxed. genlal and (mes Lhe
winners will “kid™ the diee or wise
erack to the easlilers behind the ta
ble, Fovvingly yon wateh the man,
self mitatartion on s face, who
“cashies In for $240.
Game “Tayx™ Is Rumor

Craps, (00, 1t seems, I8 A many
RAM. There are one or (wo women
about, bul they are not playing and
they are anxious

“De enreful, SBam " one of Ihem ad
monishes her husband,

“Yea yes, go nlong!  You make me
DeTYOus, “ he save

Fame Is “paying” lonight.
v taken the erap game for
53500, 1L I8 amad

nre aot machines here and
there (o eateh stray quariers, dimes
and nickels (hat the big clonk and
st boys huve,  But mostly these ma
chines are patronized by 1
=and In (he early evening there are
of them about, some of them
mn:u 10 yours of nge. And you
“Daddy, give ine some money
You overhear a conversalion be
tween two women: “Abe Jost $402,°
AAys one.  “And It's his own fault 1
told hint to be careful, and I conldn't
be with hum all the (ime =
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drawing from the same page:

Some Popular Games on Wisconsin’s Summer Playground
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FROM rouletle Lo craps, or whalever your favorite game may be, nal artist's conceplion of the seene in the largest of the casinos,
you can try Old Lady Luck at the casinos at Elkhart lake, places where men and just as many women, all in formal summer dress,
patronized largely by Chlcaro and St. Louls people. Here isa Jour- nightly pay homage to wheels of fortunes, dice or cards.
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My note: Here is the bonus to this story. The PDB chip was supposed to have its own “lllegal Of The Day”
post. | was hoping to come up with more info on DeBraal. Maybe we have found more info. The
newspaper states the “Big Shot” of the area gambling operations wintered in Los Angles. DeBraal bought
his chips in 1932, same time Denning operated The Eagles and he was a member of The Eagles.

Did we find our “Big Shot” or did DeBraal order some home game chips and take them to LA. Just
wondering and no real proof of it.
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In 1937 Peter DeBraal died of a heart attack in Sheboygan, age 56. The address on the chip card was his
residential address. | could find no direct evidence of DeBraal being involved with any gambling
enterprise. However, from 1914 through at least 1922 he was the proprietor of the Lake View Hotel in
Sheboygan.

Built in 1895, the Lake View Hotel was originally owned by the Pabst Brewing Company; burned down in
1903; rebuillt in 1904; Pabst did not own it when DeBraal was the proprietor. The Hotel was a popular
summer resort for visitors and a popular place for locals to dine and dance. Although | saw no evidence
of it, it sounds like the kind of place that would have had some kind of gaming.

Unfortunately, there is no way that the chips DeBraal ordered could have been used there because the
place burned to the ground in Nov.1929 and was never rebuilt. | suppose it's possible that DeBraal could
have been operating games there and the fire destroyed his stuff and he had to order new chips in 1930,
but where he used them is unknown to me.

When he ordered the chips he was a licensed real estate broker. At the time he ordered the chips, and
for several years prior, he and his family spent the winter months on the Pacific Coast in Santa Monica
guess it's possible he could have used them there. He was also a member of several fraternal societies
in Sheboygan (including Odd Fellows, Eagles).




