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| have mentioned in other "lllegal Of The Day" posts, | am one of a small group of illegal chip collectors
that takes care of each other with new finds. One of our group found these on ebay and the rest of us
benefited, <g>

After the ID came back, we were elated. A new Southland Hotel chip with a new (to me) name that
ordered them. Shades of Benny Binion, Ivy Miller, Red Scarborough, The Dallas Mafia, and murder on
the streets of Dallas. All documented in "lllegal Of The Day" posts.

When the research came back | was amazed. Not only a new name to add to the Dallas Mafia but a new
(to me) Dallas illegal club, and on top of that it was a "Carpet" Club. Carpet joints catered to the
Hollywood elite, politicians, and the wealthy. One of the first "Carpet" joints was Moe Dalitz's (Cleveland
Syndicate) Arrowhead Inn, in Branch Hill, Ohio, circa mid 1930's.

| have a few of botlG-Ccolors for trades.
Enough of that:

Texas:
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Earl Dalton

Delivered to the Southland Hotel

Used at the Cipango Club, in Turtle Creek, north of Dallas.
Dallas, TX

1000 white $1, 1000 yellow $5

1600 red $25, 400 green $100



12/19/46
These have denominations up to $100.

After the research came back an earlier order of C-C chips was discover in the "Special Die" section of
the Mason records, 10 years earlier on 2/4/36. Long before the Cipango Club was ever thought of. There
are no yellow or red chips nor denominations on the 1st order. What did Earl Dalton order them for?
Unknown but research is under way. | guessing a different club, C......Club. Hopefully a new "lllegal Of
The Day" future post.

Earl Dalton

c/o Jefferson Hotel

Dallas, TX

1300 white, 900 green, 400 brown
10 years earlier on 2/4/36.

My 1st email went to Ed Hertel.

Ever hear of Earl Dalton?

Email from Ed Hertel.

Oh yeah, | thought the name was familiarr Ear | Dal t on was one of Biniands boys
Bickers and Red Scarborough. They begant hei r association in 1932 when Benn
Warren Diamond committed suicide after being diagnosed with cancer. Bickers and Dalton were

Di amonddés partners i n t hememtand&sket Birdaon i join. &he dest & historyr e pl ac e
Your research guy should have a field day with it. My note: He did! <g>

c-C

Enter our "Friend Of The Hobby."

Ear | Lee Dalton, a native of Arkansas, moved to Ft. Wol
19206s. Al ong with Bes Daitgn w8siamprin@pal figune th thé Soythlakt Slyndicate
when it controlled Dallas gambling during the 194006s.

Prior to the Southland Syndicate taking over in Dallas, Dalton spent part of his time in New Orleans. In

the early 193006s dfe avawertyheponawlagrerni ghtclub there calll
The Suburban Gardens was owned at the time by Joe W. Brownd yep, the same Joe W. Brown who took

over the Las Vegas Horseshoe Club in the 195matax when B]i
charge (more on Brown at the bottom of the page).



Heref6s an ad from 1931
Armstrong and no cover charge...):
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From 1945-1951 the location was the site of the Beverly Country Clubd said to have been named after
the Beverly Hills Country Club in Newport, KY. According to the FBI, the BCC was owned by several men
including underworld figures Frank Costello, Meyer Lansky and Carlos Marcello (The Godfather Of New
Orleans.)

During the 19406s Earl Dalton spent a | ot of time | ook
Top O6HI Il Terrace i n Awallbetwgeh Datlas andl EtXarth (a cduglecrdldase d hal f
down the road from Cowboys Stadium and Rangers Ballpark). A pl ace for high rollers, t

owned by Fred Browning but the Southland Syndicate had 50% of the gambling room.

Top O’ H1 LL
T[” RRACH
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My note: The Top Of The Hill Terrace is a future "lllegal Of the Day" for a another day. Many chips are
known from there. Another Dallas "Carpet" joint with exit tunnels for the guests to avoid arrest in raids. Big
name Hollywood stars appeared there. Someone sent me the above book. | apologize as | have forgotten
who sent it. The building is still there and owned and operated by Arlington Baptist College. Vicki Bryant,
the wife of the college's president co-authored the book.

This is an autographed copy signed:
From Poker To Preachers - Vicki Bryant ( | busted a gut when | read the autograph line)

The book is a very good read and | recommend it. The authors might have been a little light on some of
the clubs activities. <g>



The C-C hub chips were delivered to Earl Dalton at the Southland Hotel in December 1946. At the time of
the chip order the arrangement between gamblers and Dallas authorities which had allowed gambling to
flourish in Dallas during World War Il was about to change.

A new district attorney and a new sheriff had been elected and both would take office January 1st,

1947. The new DA was a reformer and would seek felony indictments against gamblers. The new sheriff
di dnét mi nd g asmhédothis gut. dnfortunatety §pr Binion he was backed by supporters of
Herbert "The Cat" Noble. So, as Dalton was ordering the chips Binion was making plans to leave town for
a while and give Vegas a try.

My note: Binion's Horseshoe in Las Vegas was the result of this move along with the murder of Herbert
"The Cat" Noble after the 12 attempt.

A month prior to the C-C chip delivery to Dalton, a group of investors had begun renovations on an old
Dallas mansion north of downtown in an area known as Turtle Creek. The mansion was being renovated
in order to become the home of a new very exclusive private club which would cater the wealthiest of the
wealthy in Dallas® a place where those with plenty of money to throw around could get sore arms. The
new place would be named the Cipango Club and Earl Dalton was one of the owners.

He r ea&evrtificate produced by the club containing its own self description:
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The Cipango formally opened March 22nd 1947:

hCip_ango Club |
Premiere Held

In an atmosphere suggestive of
Southern California, the much
talked of new private club, the
Cipango, wrought from a fabulous,
early-day Dallas mansion at 3418
Gillespie at Cedar Springs, made
its bow to Dallas Saturday evening
with a premiere party for 300 mem- |
bers and guests. ‘

The ciub presented a colorful|
'sight in its striking, modern decor.

It was named for the muythical |

|isind of Cipango sought by Marco |

Pole which, as legend has it, pos-
sessed untold wealth and beauty.

The mansion is on a five-acre
'hillside, overlooking Turtle Creek
'in a country-club like setting of
'massive trees, rolling lawns and
‘curving driveways.

Inside, the color scheme features
| muted pastels and richer tones com-
| bined with ingenious, indirect light-
'ing, deep carpets, growing tropical
' plants and modern sectional furni-
‘ture. The main lounge has an im-
'mense wood-burning fireplace over
which is a mural depicting Cipango.

The main dining room includes a
streamlined quarter-circle band-
'stand and a small dance floor. The

refreshment lounge is done in
grained walnut combined = with
green and yellow,

Other features include billiard
rooms, gin rummy rooms, private
dining rooms and a large terrace.
Plans are being discussed forethe
construction of a large oval swim-
ming pool with sand beach andl
| colorful cabanas. |
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Herebs a photo from March 1948 inside the Cipango dini

The guy seated front left is EIlijahC CE.priBwunddyidi Ekge IAnnd
N.Both were very wealthy Daledgeraay parfietsnhenn ,t hfies4pDodr3tOsdmsier nion ga n d
Kentucky Derby Week they wouldtake over a portion of elaodthrosvandn-kstgpdés Kent u
party. Both owned their own string of race horses. Fogelson was the husband of British born Academy

Award winning actress Greer Garson.

The lady seated in the middle with the black hat is Mary Lou Dalton and the guy she is cozied-up next to

is her hubby and purchaser of the C-C chips Earl Dalton. In 1938-39 the above mentioned Joe W. Brown

owned and raced a thoroughbred named fAMarilu Daltono i
Dorsett 0agf tnemeal member of his wifeds family, was one of
Derby).



The Cipango was often the hangout for the rich and famous when they visited Dallas. John Wayne and

Frank Sinatra spent time there when in Dallas. Sports legends and Dallas residents Mickey Mantle and

his friend Bobby Lane, both hall of fame drinkers, put dents in their livers at the Cipango (Mantle would

later use a line attributedtoLane: Al f | knew | was gonna béttercameof hi s | ong,
myself. o).

pic of Andrade with Bob Hope at the Cipango in 1949--

O

HOPE CELEBRATES IN DALLAS
Bob Hope, holding the cake, was in Dallas Saturday
celebrating his forty-sixth birthday anniversary with
friends. C. Andrade III, left, Dallas oilman, and Ray-
mond Willie, Interstate Theaters executive, join in the
jollity at the Cipango Club. The comedian played golf
here Saturday and in Fort Worth Sunday.
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Earl Dalton died in 1950 at the age of 56, only a few years after the chip order. The Cipango Club
continued to operate at the location until 1986.

Hereb6s a pic of the mansion which would become the Cip:
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The structure was torn down in 1991 and replaced by this:
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The original entrance drive still exists; the club was located at the top of the hill on the right:



