A few weeks ago | posted the B harp mold on the BB as a new to me California chip. | picked it up at the
last Las Vegas chip show. No big deal. <g>

Email from our “Friend Of The Hobby”.

“Saw your post about the B harp. You may already know this but the “E. Remer” on the order card is “Big-
Time.”

Yes, | had heard of “Big Daddy” EImer “Bones” Remmer. His name came up in connection with other San
Francisco area chips but had never looked into him. CA illegal chips had never been my first sought out
illegals. IMO, CA more than likely has way more chips issued than any other state outside of NV and the
many legal card room chips are hard to differentiate from the illegals.

That opinion changed when the Sphinx’s with “SPX” chips on them were found. See “lllegal Of The Day”
California 5 posted on 7/8/11. Geo B. Goldie ordered the SPX chips for a Los Angeles CA illegal at the
same time he owned the Cal Neva in 1929, 12 years prior to Remmer’s orders for a San Francisco CA
illegal while owning the Cal Neva in 1941. History has a funny way of repeating itself.

“Big Daddy’s” story follows and is a good one. Take the time to read his 1963 obit. Clara Bow, Rudy
Vallee, funny dice and cards on the tables at the Cal Neva, the IRS, refilling name brand whisky bottles,
Estes Kefauver Commission, and next on the mobs list as “The man most likely to succeed Bugsy
Siegel in avery permanent status,” all played chapters in his life.

Enough of that:

California:

Bay area gambler Elmer “Bones” Remmer; the Stockton, CA address was his residential address at the
time.

B-latt2



Ncme L= z EXTER,
Mduu /6’Z_M-f/fﬁfmt _;—1 PR

b

SPECIAL MONOGRAM

Yown S bociclons .. stete O
L 2 o L - -
Amaunt | coter ,' | o] T | | | o s
SV Wwride ‘m Yes | scaror ’ Gotd | S-20-s/
de D, 734D o e o &% e
I (LA Dluel * o o | W e
‘J’Lﬁf. dnnﬁ £ ¥ | Sidvam | v =
3 o0 Zm)u/aiﬁ_ e & G old = &
: 20 7 wre | o | " 15,"\,‘&‘ “ - B.2att2
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My note: The NV boys got all excited when they saw both “B” and Cal Neva orders together.
Same day, same address and eerily close to the same orders. Did “Big Daddy” use the B’s at the
Cal Neva? Could be but I cannot say that. He had several big operations going in the Bay area at
the same time the Cal Neva “Castle In The Air” opened. The bad part of this story is we cannot
pin the B chips down to which operation he used them in. My gut tells me one of the Bay area
illegals he operated.



My note: | am wondering who P Pearl was that bought the 3 returned colors in 1942 and where he used
them. | could not find P Pearl on the Taylor customer list. As you will see in a future series of posts on
lllinois illegals, returned Taylor chips had a way of making it to East Cape Girardeau, IL. <g>

Not long after the 2 orders:

o ————

The Calneva hotel and night ¢lub
on the Califorpia-Nevada line
opened for Dusiness this week
under former manager, DBones

Remmer of San Francnsco. The o
a4 ok -4a

ad announcing opening of 1941 season on June 28th 1941.

OFFICIAL OPENING --1941

Where Nevada and California Meet &‘, On the North Shores of Lake Tahoe! T

CAL-NEVA SATURDAY NIGHT S CALN‘EVA

% S DINE and DANCE 5%
C‘P"Nd \‘$$“\' In California and Nevada 5

——

T .‘;N“pa GAMING

V) W

—
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My note: For some reason | had it in my mind, the word “Gaming,” no B was a much more modern term.
Here it is being used in 1941.

Remmer’s obit from June 1963:



ELMER (Bones) REMMER
The death of a cear

King-Pin
Remmer
Is Dead

Elmer (Bones! Remmer. fad-
ed big daddy of Northern Cali-
fornia gambling, died Tuesday
night in Alameda Hospital. He
was 63.

The portly ex-kingpin of the
card roam and the dice table. for
three decades one of the Bay
Area’s [lashiest figures, suc-
cumbud quietly 1> a glandular
ailment.

He had speal his last days as
an automobile salesman.

Remmer. whose home v.as in
Oakland. was paroled *wo
years ago from the Federal pris-
on at Terminal Island where he
had served 2% years of a five-
year lerm for evading $63.000 in
federal income laxes.
A ‘BIG GUN’

His story goes back lo Lhe
1830s when the florid-faced
mr, who liked to describe

as a “big gun,” operal-
ed the Cal-Neva Lodge on Lake

Tahoe.

In 1832, Bones hit the head-
lives when Clara Bow, Ameri-

fea’s “It" girl, stopped
on a 813,900 check she had writ-
ten to cover .ga.mbling -Josses at
Remmer's Tahoe blackjack
tables.

The story caught the newspa-
per fancy and people, who al-
ready knew about Cla;a Bow.

n hearing aboul Remmer.
I;‘;\:s appreciated the publicity.
He told a confidant, “I got so
muoch publicity oul of the check,
I'm hob-nobbing with the elite
TRIED HIM AGAIN

in 1958, the government fried
him again, this time for evad-
ing $3,000 in taxes. The con-
viction stuck.

He went to prison for 2%
vears, lhen Iwo years ago was
paroled after scraping up
cnough money to pav the tax

He went to work for a
brolhu' William, co-owner of an
Oakland car lot.

Very little was heard of Bones
Remmer until May 19 when he
entered the hospital. But he hit
the headlines again today.

Bones operated card rooms in
San Francisco. had an interest
in a club on the gne-time uain-
corporated strip near Ei Cernito
and reputedly operated estab-
lishments elsewhere.

His every move made news.

But the notoriety had its
price. He was sued by Rudy
Vallee for aliegedly forcing the
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singer to perfm'm under *‘pro-
fessional duress” and he was
sued by a poor loser who, claim-
ing be was a minor, said Bones
had illegally allowed him to
gamble in a club.

In 1945 a federal grand jury
Indictment claimed he was re-
filling whisky betes with in-
ferior blends.

In 1846, his San Francisco
liquor Jicense was suspended.

In 138, his San Francisco
clubs were raided.

in 1843, ihe Nevada State Tax
Commission warned him to “put
square dice and new decks on
the tables.”

In 1948. San Francisco police
announced the start of a cam-
;ugnhmi\ehimmlo[&n

Tancisco.

But Bones was still making bi
money and didn’l seem fo
the harrassment. Onc of his San
Francisco operaf y
grossed §21.000 iu 2day.

The disquieting elements in
Reminer's life. however. took a
new furn in 1947, “he vear Ben-
jamin (Bugsy) Siegel, Southern
California’s gambling czar, was
Tubbed out.

Rumor had it that Bones was
next. One newspaper columnist
called him, *“The man most like-
Iv to succeed Siegel in 2 very

ent status.”

“Me? said Remmer. “I
haven't got an enemy in (he
world!™

But the pressure began to tell.
In 1943. Remmer closed his San
Francisco clubs and said he was
going “legitimate.” But that
didn’t get him off the hook.

Two vears later. the Bay Area
Kingpin was hzuled before the
Senate Crime Committee.
neaded by Sen. Estes Rejauver.

In %51, Remmer was indicted
for evading $155.000 in federal
income taxes, In one of the locg-
st criminal trials in Nevada his-
tory—it lasied two months—
Bones was convicted, bul the
verdict was overthrown en 3p-

peal.
He wasn't so Jucky the next
time.

He is survived by his widow.
Helen, of 3747 Woodruff Ave.; 2
sister, Dorothy, and brothers
William D. Remmer and Victor
Herbert Remmer. Funeral serv-
jces have been sel tentatively
for Friday by the Chapel of the
Oaks, Oakland Mortuary.
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“Big Daddy” Elmer “Bones” Remmer led a very colorful life including outlasting the mob as:
“The man most likely to succeed Bugsy Siegel in a very permanent status.”



